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Well, another year has nearly passed us by -  
and what a year it has been.

I don’t think in the History of Hilltop, have any of 
us ever seen a year like this one.

Who would have thought, back when we  
celebrated the incoming new year, 2020 would 
have become so challenging not only just for us, 
but for the whole world?

It has been a difficult year. All our regular events 
have been cancelled. The AGM, and from the 
Easter Fayre through to this year’s Christmas  
Fayre. Sadly, even Father Christmas can’t get to 
visit us this year. I know he is terribly upset not 
to be coming to the hall, but he has managed to 
send me a message for all of the children, which 
he’s asked me to put in the newsletter for you.

But, this year has not all been doom & gloom. 
The community as always never surprises and 
pulls together when needed. 

Back in the springtime, we had Tracey Smith,  
who along with a few helpers organised a virtual  
Easter egg competition which was very  
successful. All those who took part received  
easter eggs from a very joyful Tracey, complete 
with her bunny hat.

During the lockdown we received good news 
from the Government, granting us a sum of 
£10,000 from the hardship fund towards  
local business’. 

With this injection into our account it took a 
great deal of pressure away from the trustees 
who had serious concerns on how we were going 
to meet obligations to run the community hall 
during lockdown with no income. This money 
covered this eventuality and meant we did not 
have to use up all of our savings.

Also, during this period it has given the Trustees 
some time to concentrate on the next pro-
jects that might best benefit the hall. Current 
thoughts are focusing on possibly improving 
the kitchen and the storage issue on the side of 
the hall. We are initially looking at costings and 
budgets and will be hopefully seeking funding 
towards these plans soon.

The photographic competition was one of 
our regular events that had been dramatical-
ly affected by the lockdowns. Instead it was 
organised as an online competition only this year 
which proved very successful (see results in the 
newsletter). Thanks as always to the hard work 
of Cheryl & Carole and their team of judges.  

The winning entries will go into the 2021  
HCA calendar.

Calendars these will soon be printed and  
available again at just £4.99. 

As we will not be having a Christmas Fayre this 
year, these calendars will only be available to 
purchase directly from Cheryl Ives at: 

01227 760707 or email cheryl.ives99@gmail, 
or her home at 36 NHC. She looks forward to 
receiving your orders. 

Remember all of the monies received go towards 
HCA Funds.

We had originally hoped and had planned, for 
the hall to have re-opened from 1st November. 
However, following the government  
announcement on 31st October further  
lockdown restrictions were issued within Eng-
land.

It is now hoped the hall will be re-opening for 
users from the 1st December, with social  
distancing procedures in place, in accordance 
with the government covid-19 guidelines. It will 
only be open to a maximum of 6 people at any 
one time we understand. 

The NHS track ‘n trace QR barcode system is 
now fully operational and is posted and set up in 
the hall already. 

The hall will also be re-opening again on  
every Friday from December between 2-30  
and 3-30pm for the library. Our thanks to Alison 
for organising and running this service which 
operates an excellent book and jigsaw  
exchange programme..

Due to the effects of covid-19, Government in 
conjunction with the National Lottery were 
 also offering a funding programme to help  
communities by offering funds for the supply  
food hampers. As Trustees, we thought that we 
would apply for the funding for Hilltop.  
This award objective was specifically not about  
if you can afford the food or not. It was solely 
aimed at helping communities. 

We applied for the grant and were pleased to 
have been accepted and awarded a grant of 
£5,000 to implement the scheme. 

The hampers were subsequently purchased and 
sent out to all 180 homes in the community 
(please read article in the newsletter). There 
being some money left over from the project, 
we have purchased some face masks for you all 
which you will find attached to this newsletter.

Also, in this newsletter there are two books for 
the Christmas Raffle should you wish to help us 
by purchasing (if you would like any more books 
please contact me on my email address on the 
front of the newsletter). If you can please return 
the ticket stubs & monies to any of the  
following:- my house 9 NHC, Terry at 4 NHC,  
Arlette at 52 NHL, Jo at 43 NHL, - Tracey &  
David at Fairlawns, Iffin Lane or to Andrea at 
The Shieling, Iffin Lane. 

Hopefully, there is a drop off point near you.

The prizes in this years’ raffle are:

1st, a £100 hamper, 2nd  £100 cash and 3rd  
a £50 M&S Voucher, plus many others.  
Thank you for supporting this yearly event.

Annual renewals are soon due for the 100 club. 

We would remind you that all standing orders 
will need amending with our new bank details. 

Hopefully by now those of you who pay monthly 
have now already been updated. (If you haven’t 
heard anything, please let me know urgently).

For those of you who pay yearly, I will shortly be 
in contact with details so we can get you up to 
date in the system. 

Lastly, as we head towards this Christmas peri-
od, we are all too aware because of the covid-19 
situation this will have been an exceedingly  
difficult period for a lot of us. Not only those  
who of course can’t be with their families, but 
sadly those of us who have lost loved ones. 
Our thoughts are with you all.

In signing off, I want to say, a huge Thank You 
on behalf of the Trustees and main committee 
for your continuing support you have given us 
and the whole community throughout this very 
difficult and surreal year.

Let us all hope things will improve very soon, 
and things will gradually start to return to some 
normality.

We wish you, your family and friends, a very  
merry Christmas, and a safe, healthy, and  
prosperous New Year.
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You can keep up to date with  
what is happening in your  

Community Association via our 
website: www.hilltopca.org or our 

Facebook page - Hilltop Community 
Association @HCACanterbury.  

If you would like to join our 
round-robin e-mail list please send 

an e-mail with your details to:  
chairman@hilltopca.org
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 BY JOHN 

RICHARDSON



Going Green with Anemone

I thought something on  
composting might be good for 
this new improvised gardening 
column, now that the green 
waste bins have to be paid for.

Years ago I aimed that nothing 
was going to leave our garden, 
but that everything would be 
composted in some way. So I 
bought a shredder for prunings 
and use the chips as a mulch on 
the soil.

I also had some composting bins 
which I am using for the ‘soft 
waste’ such as vegetable scraps, 
spent flowers, grass clippings and 
anything else vegetable related.  

There are many different  
composting bins, I have had the 
best experience with the simple 
and cheap cone shaped ones. 
 Anything else I have tried over 
the years has not worked for me. 
Our main problem is that the 
compost tends to be too dry, so 
I have on occasion be seen to 
water the bin! :)

However more recently I have 
also used cooking or vase water 
and have just poured it in our 
council provided small compost 
collecting bin at the back of our 
house and then carried it  
periodically to the compost bin. 
Another really useful thing is to 
collect urine! It acts as an  
accellerator to the composting 
process and is very useful...  
This mainly concerns the men 
of our household I have to say... 

When the collecting container is 
full I carry it to the compost bin 
and empty it, very easy...

So perhaps this is all for now, if 
you have any questions you could 
email me on :  
anemone.jones@derijones.com 
and I could 
answer in the  
next edition.

Coffee Mornings
Unfortunately there will still be no monthly 
Coffee Mornings taking place, but it is still very 
much in thought and will be resumed as soon as 
it is possible.
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Hello there Hilltop, how 
time flies when you are 
avoiding the Pandemic!!                                                 
Obviously there has been 
no “Crafty Girls” monthly 
meetings, although some 

of our ladies have met up within 
the Covid rules and social distancing. 
We have all still managed to receive our  
Birthday Cards and chat over the phone.

No actual plans for this side of Christmas 
sadly.   Hopefully we will retain our  
handicraft knowledge, maybe gain a few 
new ideas, but most of all keep our spirits 
up and carry on staying   safe – in fact 
 just carry on being the “Hilltoppers” to 
each other.

Julie Ann Gransden 
Holistic Therapist

Hello everyone, I’m Julie. I have recently started my own  
business in my log cabin at 53 New House Lane. I provide 

treatments that are beneficial to the individual whether it is  
for aches and strains, relaxation, well being of feeling better 
about themselves. Get in touch and I will let you know my  

full treatment list.

07813169534 | juliegransden53@outlook.com
 Julie Ann Gransden Holistic Therapist



Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw
In August, our Son was driving us home around 
9 o clock in the evening along New House Lane 
when we saw a striking pale owl swooping down 
through the trees. We could clearly see the deep 
buff chest and heart shaped face with black eyes. 
After checking through some bird books, I realised 
that it was a barn owl. After chatting to my friend 
in Iffin Lane it was good to hear that the young 
greater woodpecker born earlier this year, keeps 
returning to her bird table.

 Soggy Autumn with its fraying sunlight and 
 decreasing temperatures might feel gloomy but 
there is still so much beauty around with the 
 colourful leaves caught in the occasional sunlight, 
the cascades of red berries from the white bryony 
and the bright pink spindle berries.

Autumn time is a festival 
of fungi.  A friend gave us 
some detailed instructions 
on how to find the  
attractive but very poi-
sonous Fly Agaric in Kings 
Wood near Challock.    

We were lucky to find several fabu-
lous examples of it.  I was delighted 
to hear today that a neighbour had 
found a Fly Agaric growing in Larkey 
Valley Woods. It is a very  distinctive 
fungus because of it is bright scarlet 
covered with white py-
ramidal warts which can 
be washed off by rain 
leaving the cap almost 
smooth and the colour 
faded. Its properties have 
been well documented 
for centuries.  
The common name Fly 
Agaric comes from the 
practice of breaking the 
cap into platefuls of milk, 
used since medieval times 
to stupefy flies. It is a 
strong hallucinogen and intoxicant and is used as 
such by the Lapps.  
In such cases the cap is dried and swallowed  
without chewing.  Please do not swallow or eat it.

Hello Boys and Girls,
Just to let you know how disappointed and sad I am
Father Christmas will not be able to visit with you at your lovely hall this 
year, but I promise I will remember you all.
Promise me that you will do your very best to be  good .
If you are very good, I feel sure that when you wake up on Christmas day 
you may find a lovely surprise  for you.
Remember, The Magic of Christmas never ends, the Greatest of Gifts, 
are Family and Friends. Always believe in me ,and I will find you and your 
Family, where ever you live to make sure that you all have an enjoyable 
Christmas time.

Have lots of fun and I wish you and all the Family a very  
Merry Christmas. Hopefully see you all in 2121 ??

Lots of love from Father Christmas. Ho ! Ho ! Ho!

Letter From Father Christmas



Coronavirus Special
All members of the Hilltop Community will by now have received their Emergency Gift Hamper 
sponsored by HM Government in partnership with the National Lottery Community Fund. 
This special edition newsletter records the story behind an extraordinary initiative designed 
and coordinated by the Hilltop Community Association Trustees and delivered with the 
assistance of many community volunteers both young and old.

In May of this year HM Government invited UK registered charities affected by the  
Coronavirus Pandemic to apply for special funding to help ease suffering and distress 
experienced as a direct result of the virus. Aware that many of the Hilltop Community had 
suffered some financial hardship and social isolation, the Trustees devised a food hamper initiative and  
applied for funding. They were subsequently awarded £5,000 to deliver the project.

Meetings were held and plans made to prepare and distribute the hampers around the community. Firstly, 
special ‘bags for life’ were designed and a local printer was commissioned to manufacture them.  Next, the 
contents for the hampers were carefully selected and purchased through a local supermarket. The task of 
packing the hampers was taken on by Trustees and volunteers before delivery day, when a team of local  
children helped to distribute the hampers to every home within the community. There were some surplus 

bags which were later donated to a local charity.

A slick operation, successfully accomplished through the support of HM Government and 
by the unstinting work of volunteers from within our community. Here follows a collage 
of events and comments that tell of the Coronavirus Pandemic 2020 Hilltop Community 
Association Emergency Gift Hamper story.

WRITTEN BY 

DAVID BUSH

The design and administrative work begins to organise the project. Specially commissioned bags roll  

off the printing press.
Completed bags ready for packing.

Van loads of household products  

& food items collected from local  

supermarket.

Products delivered to community 
 hall to await packing.

Trustees Jo and Andrea set about the 

task of preparing the hampers.



• Just want to say thanks to the Trustees and everyone 
involved in the surprise hampers delivered this morning.

• Just received our hamper ‘fantastic’ big thank you to 
the Hilltop community and to whoever organised it.

• My elderly neighbour has asked me to thank you very 
much for her hamper. Also thank you to those that 
organised it all.

• Just had the Hilltop hamper delivered and I was  
completely bowled over by it. The contents will carry 
me over for a while and are absolutely ideal.

• Please pass on my sincere thanks to everyone who 
must have been involved. What a great community we 
have in Hilltop.

• Thank you so much for our bag of goodies today. 
 It was a lovely surprise.

• What a lovely gesture. Please thank everyone involved. 

• It was a pleasant surprise to receive the gift hamper 
from the Hilltop Community Association today.

• So kind of you to bring it over to us. Please pass on our 
thanks to the people who went to all the trouble of 
buying and packing the very nice and useful selection. 

• It was such a lovely gift. We are so grateful and thrilled 
to be part of this caring community.

• Thank you so much. Much appreciated.

• Thank the Trustees for organising the bag of goodies.

Delivery team and grateful residents. HCA Chairman donates remaining 

 hampers to local charity.A pleased community member

Packing under way with the help of 

community volunteers
Packing complete and ready  

for delivery
Team of child volunteers and  

supervisors begin delivery.

Responses from the community • Thank you so much for the gift hamper, 
such a lovely surprise.

• What a fantastic surprise today. This is really  
appreciated, thank you.

• Very good idea and well thought out. Well done  
Trustees.

• I would like to thank you and the Trustees for the  
obvious hard work and effort put in to arrange the 
emergency gift hampers for Hilltop, what a wonderful 
gesture. Thank you all

•  Thank you very much all the Trustees for organising 
these, putting them together and delivering them.  
I can’t begin to tell you how much it made my day today

•  Thank you from my Mum, it was so nice to find the bag 
on her doorstep. It was such a fabulous thing to get 
back to my house and find a bag waiting for me. It really 
brought home that ‘we are all in this together’.

• Thank you so much for our hamper. What a thoughtful 
gesture, we are truly grateful.

• Thank you for the hamper. We really appreciate the 
sentiment behind this and know that the Trustees 
motivation was to bless our community. A really kind 
thought and we feel grateful to be part of such a caring 
community.

• I was absolutely stunned to receive my hamper, such a 
kind thought. 

• Thank you to the Trustees so very much for the hamper, 
what a lovely surprise. I can see a lot of thought has 
been put into the contents.  A great selection, the bag 
will be very useful too.



THANINGTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATEHilltop Photographer 
Of The Year 2020

As you will appreciate, because of the pandemic, this year’s competition has been  
coordinated differently with the whole process being a virtual one. The topics  
obviously appealed to many and we had a large number of enties in the adults’ and 
children’s categories. As always the standard was extremely high, and Head Judge, Lisa 
Oulton and our two new judges, Kath Hewson and Claire Gent, spent a whole after-
noon in a Zoom meeting debating the merits of each entry. They finally came up with 
the winners and in addition awarded many Highly Commended and  
Commended standards.

All the photographs entered will shortly be appearing on the Hilltop  
Community Association website and we are hoping to organise a People’s  
Choice event using the website as an exhibition space. 

Organisers Carole Davis and Cheryl Ives would like to thank everyone who 
entered this year and are pleased that the enthusiasm continues for this event 
which is now in its sixth year. They would like to congratulate the prize-winners, 
and also would like to say that, knowing that so many of your entries scored 
highly, they hope that you will enter again next year. We certainly have some 
brilliant photographers at Hilltop and  
you never know…. it may be you collecting  
the coveted inscribed winner’s mug!

WRITTEN  BY CHERYL  IVES

And the  
Winners are...
Adults: “All things Bright and Beautiful” 

1st  Prize: Joanne Gurden 
 “You can never watch too many sunsets”

2nd Prize: Kelly Penfold 
“Nature-bee on a flower at Chilham Castle gardens”

3rd Prize: David Tabor - “Frosted Apple”

Children: “My Favourite Things”

1st Prize: Isabelle Dachter - “Freedom”

Joint 2nd Prize: Rachel Fairclough 
“Marshmallows over the Campfire”

Joint 2nd Prize: Ella Gurden - “Pandemic Puppy”

3rd Prize: Jesse Lane - “My Favourite Thing



First of all, we would like to say a very big thank you 
 to all, for responding to our questionnaire for the  
Thanington Neighbourhood Plan. The return has been 
very good so far. If there are any more, please drop 
them through one of our doors.

Just to give some explanation about this Plan. As part 
of the planning process, local areas and neighbour-
hoods have the right, and are encouraged to compile a 
Neighbourhood Plan specifically for their area.   
That completed Plan outlines what they would like to 
see taken into consideration and incorporated in their 
unique area with all new planning applications. They 
get their input on what is important to them, and how 
they would like to see their own areas develop in the 
future. The completed Plan must be compiled, submit-
ted and then registered by the Local Planning authority, 
in our case Canterbury City Council. Once approved 
and accepted it is then used as a legal document, in 
considering what and how development takes place in 
that area.  

A vital part of this process is the Plan is representative 
of the community. So that is the reason behind  
our task.

Many of you may recall that the Hilltop Community 
Association developed a Village Design Statement in 
2006, and this was submitted and approved with the 
City Council. It continues to be registered and a statu-
tory planning document to be taken into consideration 
by the planning authority all developments within the 
Hilltop Area. 

Our new Neighbourhood Plan encompasses the whole 
of the area covered within Thanington Parish Council 
and builds on that. It does not in any way override it. 
Indeed, Hilltop’s Design statement will be used in the 
final presentation to support our Neighbourhood Plan 
for Thanington. 

Different areas of the Parish have different 
 requirements and these need to be considered so 
that also drives the need for a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Thanington as a whole. 

The main reason behind developing this  
Neighbourhood Plan for the whole of the Parish, stems 
from the proposed changes to the Canterbury Local 
Plan, coupled with changes to the Planning regulations 
by Central Government. Both of which could have a 
significant effect on how, and what development takes 
place, and potentially impacts on how much say local 
voices will have. Both are currently under consultation 
now, and we do not know how  that will develop. So, a 
Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish area could well be 
of some significant importance for the future.

Now we have received the response from the returned 
questionnaires to date, and also received confirmation 

that the City Council has registered our notification of 
a Neighbourhood Plan, we can proceed to develop it 
with the help and assistance of the Community. The 
content must be what the whole Community desires 
and wishes.  We will do that, keep you involved, and 
keep you informed of any developments. So please 
continue to make your views known.

We had an 80% return rate from Hilltop and this will 
help us with our efforts to enhance the work done by 
Sarah Guest and her team who completed the Hilltop 
Community Design Statement. Our Local Development 
Plan will cover the whole of Thanington. You can follow 
the work on the front page of the Parish Web Site at 
www.thanington-pc.gov.uk

There is a concern that local views are not listened to, 
and this is being done to try and counteract that and 
prevent those being side-lined. 

Regarding other points of information. We recently 
successfully challenged , PENTLAND HOMES  
request to move the target point for modification to 
the existing Dover Off Slip onto the A28. This request 
was to change the figure of 75 Dwellings to 150 
Dwellings for the trigger for the slip road works. If they 
had succeeded, then no work would have been carried 
out on that slip road until 150 Dwellings had been 
completed. They originally had to do that modification 
at 75 Dwellings, before continuing to build. There 
would have been an added period of disruption whilst 
there was no dedicated access to the development site 
if the application had succeeded.

The proposed 4th Slip road design off the A2 up to the 
A28 at Wincheap, has also been rejected by Highways 
England after a long fight. This means the proposed 
original design, which included a 180-degree hairpin 
bend, will have to be redesigned and resubmitted by 
the developers and paid for by them. 

The scheme had also included a proposal for building 
on the Water Meadows on Hambrook Marshes to 
extend the Park and Ride. Which would have lead to 
a number of serious impacts on the environment and 
ecology of that area. This too now has now had to 
be rethought. 

We wait the outcome of these changes.

So, let me finish by saying once again. 

A very big Thank You for 
your help and input, and 
also making sure we are 
aware of your views. 

THANINGTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE

WRITTEN  BY DAVID SMITH



www.hilltopca.org

Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

August September October

£50 Trudy  
Goldsack David Bush Garth Morgan 

£30 Pat Beaty Becky & Andy Grove Jean Sharrett

£20 Tony Pringle Jim 
 Hammond Barry Drew 

£10 Gareth  
Morgan

Andrea  
Williams John Palmer

WANT TO ADD  
SOMETHING TO THE 

NEWSLETTER?
We love hearing your local stories and progress with events!  The Hilltop News would love to hear from you so we can share  it with all the neighbours and residents.

We are looking for anything from recipes, events you  might want to run or even just to shout about  
something exciting  

that might be going on in your family! 
Please feel free to email Katherine at x-kr-x@hotmail.com 

or you can drop of a hand written version to  
9 New House Close

Hilltop Contacts
Chairman of Trustees  

John Richardson 
chairman@hilltopca.org 

Treasurer  
Andrea Williams 

treasurer@hilltopca.org

Hall Bookings  
Terry Maple 

admin@tmaple.co.uk

Secretary 
Jo Gurden 

secretary@hilltopca.org

Funding Manager 
David Bush 

fundingmanager@hilltopca.org

Hilltop Newsletter Editor  
Katherine Richardson 
x-kr-x@hotmail.com

Trustees  
John Richardson  

Terry Maple  
Dave Sackett  

Andrea Williams  
Jo Gurden
David Bush

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to members@hilltopca.org

DO WE HAVE   
YOUR EMAIL  
ADDRESS?


