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You can keep up to date with  
what is happening in your  

Community Association via our 
website: www.hilltopca.org or our 

Facebook page - Hilltop Community 
Association @HCACanterbury.  

If you would like to join our 
round-robin e-mail list please send 

an e-mail with your details to:  
chairman@hilltopca.org

I am going to keep my report short as 
we must find some space for the many 
articles that people have contributed 
to this edition, for which I thank you 
all. Remember, if you would like to put 
an article in the newsletter,  
please contact Katherine, our editor.  
You can find her email at the back  
of this newsletter.

At long last it looks like we are coming 
out of lockdown and the community 
hall is ready and waiting to welcome 
you all back.

At this present time we have no 
events arranged, but when there are 
we will let you know. 

We continue to think of new ideas to 
help bring the community together, 
and I am pleased to say that Kate 
Cornish and her helpers are forming a 
Hilltop Gardening Society. If you are 

interested in joining or would like to 
find out some more information, her 
email is shown inside this edition. 

The last two months Claire Gent has 
organised a litter picking group for 
the community. This is proving to be a 
very popular event and as you can see 
by the photos below a lot of  
discarded rubbish has been collected. 
A big thank you to her for organising 
this and also to all the adults and  
children for turning up on the 1st  
Saturdays in the month. If you would 
like to help then just turn up at 10am.

Sadly, we have had two more  
residents pass away recently.  
We remember them inside the  
newsletter. Our thoughts and  
condolences are with all their 
families and friends.

Enjoy the spring and all the best for 
now. Hopefully by the next newsletter 
we will be finally out of lockdown.

On behalf of the Trustees and the 
main committee - John Richardson  

Around 21 people including children ,turned up for the second 
Hilltop litter pick. Thank you to you all, you have done a great job 
to keep our community free from rubbish that people can not be 
bothered to take home themselves. 

Claire would like to say  a big thank you to the Adults especially the children and  
their enthusiasm.

If you would like to help in the litter picking the next one is the first Saturday in June 
(5th of June) We would love to see more of you get involved and meet your neighbours.

Keeping Hilltop Clean 



Coffee Mornings
 

WRITTEN  
BY  
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Gardening  
in Hilltop

Gardening 
Is Good  
For You!
Fresh air, scent and  
colour, exercise, well-being. 
Flowers, trees, grow your 
own veg!

Would you like to be involved in any  
Hilltop community garden projects? 

A GARDENING SOCIETY? 
PLANT SALES? 
SPRUCING UP ST FAITH’S GARDEN? 

Joining an Open Gardens 
Event on 27th June 2021? 
It would be lovely to hear from you however 
big or small your interest or contribution  
might be.

Please get in touch with: Kate Cornish 
katehomersham@hotmail.com or 
chairman@hilltopca.org

It would seem that we are a little way towards returning to our social event   
“THE COFFEE MORNING”.  For the benefit of those who have not been to one of the 
above, they are a very friendly 
 get-together that takes place on the last Thursday of the month in the morning from 
10:30am to 12 midday. Tea or coffee with biscuits £1 per person, a donation for Hall funds.

Hopefully all our original people will take part again and if you are new to the area or have changed 
jobs, so you are now free to come, we would love to welcome you. Plenty of good laughs, 
lots of chit-chat with good company.

I will let the neighbourhood know the first date we are able to start this regular event  
as soon as it is legally possible and therefore safe. Watch for the signal-really  
looking forward to seeing you all again.

Kind regards, Carole Davis [01227 451485]

Well another Newsletter update to say we 
seem now to be moving towards resuming our 
monthly social get–together. Slowly seems to 
be the pace as we have quite a few of us to 
comply with the rules for the Hall.

However, I am sure that others like me have 
missed the cheery company, good humour and 
dare I say an opportunity to indulge in showing 
off our “lockdown”  efforts !!! [tongue in cheek 
remark]. Seriously, if you are new to the area or 
have a free afternoon once a month we would 
love to see you. Despite our name, you do not 
have to have a craft to share with others, the 
ability to share a “cuppa” and have a chat is 
your passport.

Tea / Coffee £1 per person to 
help funding of the Hall.  
I will, of course, put a 
notice out to all, when 
we definitely are given 
the green light.

Best Wishes, Carole 
Davis [01227 451485]

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 

Crafty 
Girls 
Updates



Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw
Well at last we are coming out of Lockdown,  
gradually but surely.

In February and some of March we had more 
than our fair share of rainfall making walking mud  
sticky and difficult but now we are enjoying plenty 
 of sunshine, but it could be warmer. I felt that Spring  
was really getting underway a few weeks ago, when  
walking in Larkey Valley Woods we saw three different  
butterflies namely the bright yellow brimstone,  
the peacock and red admiral. The brimstone happily  
fed on the celandines and primroses then darted  
away gracefully.

Now the woods are stunning with swathes of wood 
anemones some of them a beautiful shade of pink.  
Bluebells are gradually flowering and soon there will 
be early purple and lady orchids in nearby woodland. 
Around the country the Wood anemone is known by 
other names for example, wind flowers, Easter flower, 
Evening twilight, Lady’s shimmy and Snake’s eyes to 
name just a few.

Friends of ours round the corner have 
noticed that the young woodpeckers  
of last year have returned to their 
 garden this year. To their delight the  
male blackbird with the unusual white  
markings on its back has also returned 
from last year. A couple of weeks ago half 
a dozen long tailed tits flew 
down onto their bird feeder.

The Duke of Edinburgh was 
interested in Natural History. 
About 10 years ago, Philip was 
talking about man’s  
relationship to the natural 
world: “If God is in nature, 
nature itself becomes divine and from that point it 
becomes reasonable to argue that reverence for God 
and nature implies a responsibility not to harm it, not 
just for our own selfish interests, but also as a duty to 
the Creator.”

When writing this piece, the Parish 
Council are still in lockdown mode and 
are continuing to hold our monthly 
meetings remotely via zoom. Whilst this 
proved challenging at the start, we seem 
to have settled quite well into this new 
technical marvel.

There are, now quite a steady list of guest 
visitors to the meetings, from local residents to city 
and county councillors. For our March meeting we 
were pleased to have both the leader of Canterbury 
Council and our local Ward Councillor join us.

All are welcome to join the meetings, with comment or 
simply sitting in to watch and listen. Please ask if you 
would like a zoom meeting invite link.

The Parish Council monitor the conditions of local 
roads and report on potholes, fly tipping and any other 
problems we are aware of.

We continue to have an input and are asked to  
comment on all planning applications in the Parish.  
Of late there has been close cooperation with local 
groups regarding the developments by both Pentland 
and Redrow Homes along with many representations 
to the planning department.

There has been a particular ongoing problem with  
graffiti on the A2 under bridge along Hollow Lane.  
After a long saga we have now at last had a promise 
from Canterbury City Council that they will arrange  
for their graffiti buster team to attend and remove it.

We are pleased to have given full backing to a new 
litter clearing group set up by Hilltop Community 
Association. The Parish Council, through the Clerk 
Roger Cheeseworth purchased and donated some  
litter-grabbers to help start the group and have  
arranged for the bags of rubbish to be collected.  
Going forward we have had agreement with CCC  
for them to lend us more of these grabbers  
and equipment.

Finally, we all look forward to getting back to some 
sort of a more normal life soon, but in the meantime 
please keep safe and well while continuing to follow 
any guidelines.

If there are any questions or issues you want raising 
with the Parish Council, please let us know and we will 
be happy to speak with you or put your points forward.

Your South Ward Councillors: Terry Maple,  
and Terry Davis

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
WRITTEN BY

TERRY MAPLE

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 



Due to the situation with Corona Virus this year, 
and the fact that we are in yet another Lockdown, 
has meant that we’ve been unable to hold our 
annual Hilltop Easter Fair again this year :o(  
However, after the success of last year’s  
Easter Egg Online competition, we decided to 
hold an Online Decorated Easter Hat competition 
to challenge the Hilltop children!

WOW!  We received some really Fab-U-lous 
creative and colourful hats, which were happily 
modelled by the children.  Our Hilltop Judges had 
to make some extremely difficult decisions...!

The winners are:
Age 4 years and under 

Amara Chittim - Age 4
Ages 5 - 11 years 

Ava Gambardella-Stretch - Age 5

A  BIG thank you and well done to you all!  
 The winners each received a Chocolate Easter 
Egg and all the children who took part received a 
chocolate Bunny from Hilltops Easter Bunny! ;o)  
Thanks to all the Mum’s and Dad’s who helped 
with the emails.  Special thanks goes to John 
Richardson, and the Hilltop Easter Judges, Claire 
Gent and Caroline Silk.   

Thank you to our other entries

Hattie Small - Age 1

Kitty Gambardella-Stretch - Age 3

Kemsley Cook - Age 3

Fearne Duncan - Age 4

Thea Small - Age 6

Sebastian Goodall - Age 6

Summer Lane - Age 8

Winner 

Amara Chittim - Age 4

Easter Hat Competition! 2021!

Winner  
Ava Gambardella-Stretch - Age 5



Easter Hat Competition! 2021! Ken Willett (1936 – 2021) 
Written by Cheryl Ives
I  was recently saddened to learn of the passing of local resident, Ken Willett. Ken 
has been part of our community for many years, although it is only in the last few 
years that I got to know him, through meeting him regularly on the Hilltop Taxi 
Bus. When that service finished, I started taking Ken, Betty and Christine to and 
back from Canterbury most Wednesday mornings, and that’s when I got to know Ken better, 
and I wanted to mark his passing with an acknowledgement in this newsletter. However, 
I knew little of Ken’s early life, so I was very pleased to be able to speak to his youngest 
sister, Sylvia, who kindly gave me the following information:

Ken was born 84 years ago in the Dane John Nursing Home; and lived in Thanington as a 
child. Ken’s mum worked at New House Farm from the time that Sylvia was four, not only 
as a cherry picker, but also learning other skills such as pruning and driving a tractor. Sylvia 
remembers as a child, idyllic days playing at the Farm alongside her sister, Pam, brother, Ken, 
and Betty, the farmer’s daughter. 

Ken attended Wincheap School and then the Simon Langton Boys’ School, where he excelled in Geography, always 
coming top until 2 years prior to leaving, when a new “foreign” boy arrived and broke his record. Ken never gave him 
a name and Sylvia thought that it might be something unpronounceable, only to find out in recent years that the lad 
was Welsh! Sylvie said that whatever he was, he was never forgotten or forgiven! 

Ken was called up in 1955 at the age of 18, joining The Buffs with three of his closest friends and spending most of 
the time in Germany, where he formed part of a successful regimental hockey team. After demob he spent his entire 
working life at New House Farm. He moved to Iffin Lane in 1977 and then into New House Lane in 1988. 

Although quite shy there was much more to Ken than met the eye. He was well-regarded locally for skills in  
repairing and welding, and he produced the most beautiful wrought ironwork. His grandfather had worked with 
heavy horses and Ken became enamoured with, and a collector of, past agricultural equipment, and in accordance 
with Ken’s wishes, his collection will be offered to a museum. Ken loved classical music and was a talented artist, 
and also a very good cook, in Sylvia’s words, “producing the best game pie I have ever tasted!”

I just want to add that although Ken’s health was not good in the latter years, I always found him to be cheerful and 
kindly, and, although he couldn’t get out much, his knowledge of what was happening locally showed that he never 
lost interest or love for the area where he had lived all his life.

Going Green with Anemone
Now that spring 

is on its way my 
thoughts turn 
to pots. Plant 
pots I mean :)

As we get more 
warm days pots 
are prone to 
drying out fast 
and of course 
plants in pots 
are completely 
dependent on 
the water and 
feeds we give 
them without 
access to soil.

So I have begun to put saucers under 
my pots so that water does not run 
through but is taken up slowly from 
the saucers. I am a great believer in 
sticking a finger in the compost to 
see if it is dry and then water until 
the saucer is full. A deep saucer is 

better, but anything will do from 
bought ones to crockery that I no 
longer use on the table or  
sometimes metal trays...  
Anything that holds a decent amount 
of water.

In summer or on sunny days pots 
need to be watered daily unless your 
finger tells you otherwise.

Then of course there is the issue  
of giving them some feed. 
A multi purpose compost has only  
nutrients for about 6 weeks before 
it is exhausted. You may have some 
feed in your shed or garage and 
before buying something new you 
could use it up this season. I tend to 
be a lazy gardener and buy granules 
that last several months and put a 
small handful of those granules in 
each pot of around 30cm diameter. 
The smaller ones get less, bigger 
ones more... April and June /July are 
the right times for this, no long term 

feed should be applied after that as 
the growth gets too sappy and is 
prone to frost damage later in  
the year.  

If you use liquid feed use as  
instructed with every watering but 
again stop around August for the 
same reason.

Good luck with your pots and let me 
know how you are getting on, I am 
sure you will have some lovely ones... 
In fact we could have a plant pot 
competition, if anyone is interested, 
let me know via email and I put you 
on my list. I will visit and have a look 
with Maraylin by the end of the  
summer school term.

Email me on:  
anemone.jones@derijones.com  
with your name and house number. 
Happy planning!

WRITTEN BY  

ANEMONE 

JONES 



 
  

A Little Bit About 
Vaccination Programmes
Vaccination is the introduction of the appropriate disease-causing antigens  
into the body, either by injection (as with the covid-19 vaccine) or by mouth  
(e.g. polio vaccine). The material introduced is called the vaccine and contains 
one or more types of antigen from the pathogen or the genetic information 
to make the antigen of the pathogen. These antigens stimulate an immune 
response (as described in Issue 2021/1). The response is slight, but the crucial 
factor is that memory cells are produced. These remain in the blood and 
allow a greater and more immediate response to a future infection with the 
pathogen. The result is that there is a rapid production of antibodies if the 
pathogen is met for real and the new infection is rapidly overcome before it 
causes harm and with few, if any, symptoms.

The success of a vaccination programme depends on a 
number of factors, including:
•  A suitable vaccine must be economically available in sufficient quantities to    
    immunise most of the vulnerable population

•  There must be few side effects, if any, from vaccination

•  There must be suitable means of producing, storing and transporting the 
    vaccine e.g. technologically advance sterile equipment, hygienic conditions, 
    refrigeration

•  There must be means of administering the vaccine properly at the 
    appropriate time. This involves training staff with the appropriate skills at 
    all vaccination centres

•  It must be possible to vaccinate all vulnerable individuals within a      
    population to produce herd immunity. With the vaccination programme for 
    covid-19 the population is world-wide so the above factors must be 
    applied to all countries

What is herd immunity?
Herd immunity arises when a sufficiently large proportion of the population 
has been vaccinated to make it difficult for the pathogen to spread within 
a population. The concept is based on the idea that pathogens are passed 
from one individual to another when in close contact. The percentage of the population that must be vaccinated 
to achieve herd immunity is different for each disease. It is never possible to vaccinate everyone. For example, 
babies and very young children are most often not vaccinated since their immune systems are not fully functional. 
Further, it may be dangerous to vaccinate individuals who are very ill or who are immunocompromised  
(their immune system is weakened due to, for example, cancer treatment).

Why vaccination may not eliminate a disease
• Vaccination is not effective in sufficient numbers of individuals
• Individuals may develop the disease immediately after being vaccinated (this is not due to the vaccine)
• Individuals may be hosts to the pathogen and so still be able to spread the pathogen to others
• The pathogen may mutate frequently, its antigens may change speedily as we are seeing with the 
corona virus that causes covid-19. And these different variants of the corona virus are causing 
some concern because they may prove to be more resistant to the vaccine. This means that 
over time vaccines may become less effective. This antigen variability happens with the flu 
virus, hence the necessity to have an annual vaccine against flu which is active against the most 
recent and prevalent strains of the variants of the virus causing flu
• Some individuals are reluctant to take the vaccine. This may be due to many reasons 
including safety concerns, medical reasons, hearsay and misinformation

We must all do our bit to protect ourselves, the community and indeed the world 
populations against this corona virus that causes the disease, covid-19. It is a simple 
message of take the vaccine and save lives.

WRITTEN  BY 

LIZ TABOR

From the NHS 
Website
“Vaccines are the 
most effective way to 
prevent infections.”

“The WHO recently 
listed vaccine 
hesitancy as one of the 
10 biggest threats to 
global health.”

“Having a vaccine also 
benefits your whole 
community through 
‘herd immunity’. If 
enough people are 
vaccinated, it’s harder 
for the disease to 
spread to those people 
who cannot have 
vaccines. For example, 
people who are ill 
or have a weakened 
immune system.”
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The life of Maureen Forge
Written by Audrey Allen
Maureen Forge, Nee Sunman also known as ‘Molly’/ Mo, Born 1932-2021.Aged 88 Years. Molly was born in Margate, Kent and was an elder sister to 
Philip and Andrea.

In her early days during the war her education was limited but eventually she did get to attend a convent school. She went off to London to live and  
work in solicitors where she met her husband and she became Mrs Stevens in 1955. She loved the sights of London and enjoyed going out to sea on 
their boat. 

Molly decided she wanted to come back to Kent alone and where she then lived in Barham and met Geoff and supported her two step daughters. She 
worked as a secretary to Frank wood in a Canterbury Estate agents followed by ‘Mowll &Mowll’ solicitors. She enjoyed all social events and was a valued 
member of the conservative party and a lifelong member of her local cricket club. At these events she met her lifelong social friends Helga, Mary, Ron, 
Pat, Jean and Frank, Jane and Richard. Molly was able to also put her hand to being a seamstress making her own clothes and curtains. 

In her later years, she moved to Whitstable where she enjoyed her time by the sea. She enjoyed travelling to many different countries around the globe 
making many friends along the way, one of which was France where she often stayed with Jane and Richard.

Molly’s father lived in 21 New house Close and when he passed away she took over living there on her own until her health declined and was transferred 
to the Cookstitch nursing home in Faversham where although during the pandemic it was difficult not to have visitors, she was well cared for, not alone 
and she peacefully passed away on the 27th March. 

Memories of Molly Forge

Molly was a supportive friend and neighbour of 30 years.  She was very strong willed character but very kind at heart and supported her friends by taking 
them to appointments or simply sitting with them to chat or even looking after the neighbour’s animals. She helped her friend Gina by supporting her 
with her mum whose health was declining at the time and Pamela and Colin with helping Pamela with her mum taking her to her hospital appointments 
and meetings when needed.  She was very close to Pamela and Colin and used to spend most Christmas times there. She was also a great support when 
my late husband Barry passed away; she took the grandchildren out on trips to Dover and other places during this vulnerable time for us 17 years ago.  

Molly even did the school runs for Terry Cogger when necessary and enjoyed attending all of the hilltop events held in the community. She spoke of the 
hilltop community as ‘Family’. 

Molly very much enjoyed travelling; one of her favourite holidays was a trip to Boscastle with Betty Wallace and many a trip to France with the ‘New 
house crew family ’.  One of those trips being a very close call in getting there due to the local marathon causing several road closures! And another trip 
supporting the English Rugby game against France in a French pub proved somewhat comical with the locals!

On VE Day in June last year we gave Molly celebration tea party. 

Molly sat just inside with her tray of scones ,strawberry jam ,cream and of coarse her bottle of bubbly. Gina and myself was joined by Alan and Marie 
Laurie self distancing in the garden enjoying the time with Molly.

Molly enjoy her chats with Alan  when he used to mow her lawn, along with her friend Anita who used to do her shopping for her.

Written by Kate Lane  
A couple of years ago, I put out a request in the HCA magazine asking if there was anyone who would like to share their war time experiences with me 
for a book I was researching.  Unbeknownst to me, this would spark a friendship with a remarkable lady living just a few doors away.  

Molly spent her childhood in Margate and between the ages of 6 and 12 Molly experienced the Second World War as a child living in frontline Kent.   
Like many, the memories were not easy to bear.  Sat writing this in the comfort and freedom of my kitchen, just 20 miles from where Molly grew up, 
I have nothing but gratitude for the bravery a little Molly showed during these times.  Just a young girl, the age of my daughter now, Molly recalled 
watching a low flying enemy pilot reaching to release a bomb towards Boots on Northdown Road, their eyes locked on each other.  On another occasion, 
whilst running for the nearest shelter, Molly’s footsteps were peppered with bullets as an enemy fighter plane chased her to her eventual safety of the 
shelter.  The bravery of such a young child is unthinkable, yet Molly talked very matter-of-factly about what she had experienced;  
something I truly admired.

Molly enjoyed the three fundamentals to good living- great food, good wine and a brilliant giggle amongst her friends, many of those living around 
Hilltop, whom she spoke so fondly of.  Unassuming and quiet, Molly quite literally lit up the room or the phone line when we chatted, and the fact that 
my children loved spending time in her company, was testament to this.  Friends have shared with me that Molly was a creative at heart, her garden 
awash with flowers by her hand, and enjoyed knitting, needlework, indulging adoring children and pets of friends.  I’ve also been told that Molly was 
a lover of the Hilltop quizzes and I can only imagine the asset she would have been to any team, with her vast knowledge of politics, travelling our 
beautiful world and sailing the open seas.

Molly was often in pain, and faced her own personal health battles, yet never once did I hear her complain.  Instead, she would make light of her 
situation, telling me how grateful she was for the view of the orchards and farm from her garden, the sun streaming in through her large patio windows, 
and a cool glass of wine in the evening as the sun set.  Conversation would be her reminiscing about sunflowers in Italy, spectacular views of the French 
countryside, and sailing in open seas.  Molly knew that with reduced mobility, she wouldn’t see these sights again, yet there was no 
pity in her statements, only joy at having been given the opportunity to have experienced them first hand over the years, and the 
pleasure she gained from sharing them with us.  Molly advocated enjoying life’s pleasures wherever you could; whether these 
be grand, in the experiences of travel and adventure, or those small moments of a good poached egg, glass of wine and a 
television programme that transported you elsewhere.

Sadly, Molly had to leave Hilltop for the care of Cookstitch.  I know the carers felt as fondly for her as many of us do, and 
her presence was valued by the many lives she touched.  In our last phone call, Molly continued to make me laugh, her 
grateful that despite the physical circumstances that led to her residing there, she was happy that there were plenty of 
people to talk to and a good view from her room.

Molly was an incredible woman, and I’d like to say she’s left a legacy with me; to allow friends into your life at every 
stage, from every direction.  To pick up the phone for a natter, pour that cup of coffee with a neighbour. To embrace the 
joys life has to offer us, grabbing hold of them with both hands- those big, and small… and to laugh at life.  Always.
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Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury
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February March April

£50 Carol Gogger Audrey Allen John Richardson   

£30 Millie & Ella Gurden Roger & Betty Austin David Smith

£20 Jan Armshaw Pauline & Richard Collins Mick Hopkins

£10 Jo Butler Terry Davis Peter Leonard
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John Richardson 
chairman@hilltopca.org 
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treasurer@hilltopca.org

Hall Bookings  
Terry Maple 

admin@tmaple.co.uk

Secretary 
Jo Gurden 

secretary@hilltopca.org

Funding Manager 
David Bush 
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Hilltop Newsletter Editor  
Katherine Richardson 
x-kr-x@hotmail.com

Trustees  
John Richardson  

Terry Maple  
Dave Sackett  

Andrea Williams  
Jo Gurden
David Bush

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to chairman@hilltopca.org

Do we have   
your email  
address?

We Remember our  
Postman Tony James
Tony’s plaque has now been installed next to the hall. Thank you to 
Nigel & Julie for organising this memorial plaque at the hall. Flowers 
were placed by Tony’s memorial tree from Molly Forges funeral that 
took place on Wednesday. These bears were made in memory of Tony 
with his uniform.


