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 BY JOHN 

RICHARDSON

At long last Spring has arrived; all the 
blossom is now coming out and yet 
another Winter is behind us, which I 
thought in the end was not a bad one. 

We held Our AGM on Wednesday 24th 
April where it was reported that we had 
a good year and raised over £6,000 for 
HCA funds. I would like to thank you all 
for your continued support for HCA.

We are always looking for new people 
to join the Main Committee, and as a 
resident being an automatic member of 
the Community Association any of you 
would be very welcome to join with us. 
I do understand and know that we all 
have busy lives, but any help you can 
bring to your Community Association 
would be very welcome indeed and will 
be much appreciated. It’s only a few 
hours a month, so if you can spare it and 
would like to be a part of the Association 
then just come along to any of our Main 
Committee meetings.

We are looking for a person to help 
organise this year’s Christmas Fair.  
A team leader is needed as the past one 
has had to step back for a while due to 
family commitments this year. All that 
will be required is simply bringing the 
event together and liaising with all the 
band of helpers. If you would like to 
help us out with this then please make 
contact with Andrea Williams to have a 
chat at treasurer@hilltopca.org. It would 
be such a shame if this popular annual 
event cannot go ahead, so we hope there 
is someone out there amongst you who 
is willing to volunteer their time.

We are also looking for a new  
Accountant to prepare and audit the 
HCA Accounts for 2020. Should you 
know of anybody who has experience 
and knowledge of Charity accounts and 
may be willing to help with this then 

please get in touch or let me know at:  
chairman@hilltopca.org. 

At last year’s AGM (2018) we welcomed 
on board David Bush as a new member 
of the Trustees. He offered to take over 
the role of our Funding Manager. He has 
had quite an amazing year with already 
being successful in raising some £18,250 
in grants towards the refurbishment of 
our hall. You can read his report later in 
this newsletter. 

With this funding in place we are now 
able to commence with the  
refurbishment programme on the hall. 
You can catch up with this in more detail 
in David Sackett’s report also later in the 
newsletter.

Coming up we have all those popular 
events going on this year, beginning  
with the Spring Fair on 11th May  
11.00-1.00pm, later to be followed by 
the Pizza and Quiz night, Boules and 
games afternoon and our ever popular 
Summer Family Barbeque in June. You 
can keep up to date with news of all 
these events and more on our website:   
www.hilltopca.org and also our Facebook 
page ‘Hilltop Community Association’  
@HCACanterbury. [Please follow and 
‘like’ the page].

We also operate a round-robin 
community e-mail group, 
where you will receive up 
to date regular updates and 
news. If you would like to be 
added to this group 
then please let me 
know chairman@
hilltopca.org 

That’s about it for 
now - Enjoy the 
summer.

www.hilltopca.org



HILLTOP REPORTWRITTEN BY
DAVID BUSH

The first phase of the St Faiths 
Hall refurbishment process 
draws to a conclusion this 
spring following almost twelve 
months of fundraising that has 
achieved some mixed results. 
From May 2018 training and 
research was conducted by 

Trustees into the procedures and techniques for  
making grant applications. Grant makers were then 
identified both regionally and nationally and as a  
result some fifteen formal applications were  
submitted for a grant to assist in the financing of  
the new hall roof.

Of these applications, ten were declined but four 
were successful in the award or pledge of a grant and 
just one application now remains to be finalised. Some 
organisations awarded the specific amount requested 
and others granted a partial amount based upon the 
high volume of applications they received together 

with a desire to grant all applicants an important  
but lesser sum.

The benefactors who pledged or awarded grants 
in our case include the National Lottery (£10,000), 
Kent County Council (£5,000), Roger De Haan Trust 
(£2,000), Allchurches Trust (£1,250). These results 
alone represent an award success rate of over 26% 
which is encouraging when compared to the average 
success rate of 24% – 25%, given also that this is the 
first foray by the Hilltop Trustees into the competitive 
world of fundraising via grant making trusts and  
charitable organisations.

At a combined total of £18,250 in raised 
funds this should be sufficient to finance the new roof 
but what is more significant here is the invaluable 
experience gathered during this process that can be 
applied to future 
fundraising  
ventures that  
lie ahead.

PLANS FOR THE HALL 
As reported by Terry in the last  
issue we had intended to award 
the contract for our new roof to 
Ballman Roofing, however,  
fortunately for us, before we had 
handed over any money Ballman 
Roofing ceased trading.

Given the above, Dave Smith has 
sought other quotes and we are 
pleased to report we have now 
given the work to Bates (Kent) Ltd 
a long established local roofing 
company who will start the work 
this August. It should not take very 
long and there should be minimal 

WRITTEN BY DAVID  SACKETT

disruption to the hall activities. 
The whole of the hall roof will be 
replaced with modern insulated 
materials and will include the  
outside toilet as well.

Given the incredible success that 
David Bush has had securing  
funding recently this new roof  
will take little money out of  
Hilltop’s funds.

This new roof starts the long 
awaited renovation of our hall and 
will complete the first phase of  
the works. Phase 2 will be to  

extend the side of the hall to 
provide much needed storage for 
tables and chairs and David Bush 
is currently seeking funding 
for this.

We will keep you updated enjoy 
the summer.



We had such amazing weather 
during the February half-term with 
temperatures reaching 21 degrees 
centigrade.  Each day started with 
a short lived frost but the sun soon 
warmed the earth up.  I heard and 
saw skylarks descending into the 
fields and brimstone butterflies 
were exploring the vegetation after 
hibernating in the winter.. These 
were the male butterflies hunting  
for the paler females in tangles of 
bramble and ivy. Unfortunately 
March lapsed into wet and windy 

weather and 
slowed spring 
down. The March 
winds littered the  
woodland paths 
with twigs. 
The winds blew 

the tumble weed mosses around 
on the woodland floor and rolled 
them into small balls.

Towards the end of March the 
woods were brightened with a 
wonderful display of wood  
anemones. (I prefer the name wind 
flower) .The graceful solitary white 
flowers are sometimes tinged pink.   
Easter brought another mini heat 
wave with temperatures higher 
than Spain. Now the bluebells are 
appearing giving an azure haze to 
the woodland floor, just so  
beautiful. Primroses seem more 
abundant this year.

Earlier in February my friend in 
Iffin Lane saw a couple of greater 
woodpeckers in her garden  
perhaps deciding whether to 

nest there or not.  Recently when 
looking out of the window I saw a 
goldfinch with the sun shining on  
its striking golden plumage.

Many of you will have missed  
seeing Sue (Knott) in her front  
garden, or having a walkabout 
around Hilltop, and may be  
wondering where she is. We are 
pleased to tell you that Sue is  
safe and sound and has been in  
Littlebourne House Care Home  
for some weeks, where she has 
settled well. We visit her  
regularly and she always 
recognises us, though doesn’t 
remember our names without 
prompting, and we are able to  
enjoy a jolly hour or so with her. 
The home is light and airy, and we 
have seen an improvement in her 
general health and wellbeing.  
Now that the weather is  

News of “Our Sue”
improving, we are looking forward 
to going out into the rather lovely 
garden with Sue. The staff seem 
very pleasant and welcoming and 
have even told us we can have 
lunch or tea with her. We may well 
take them up on that invitation at 
some point! We always leave her 
with “Love from Hilltop”.

WRITTEN  BY 

CHERYL IVES &  

BETTY WALLIS

Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw



NEWS FROM YOUR SOUTH 
WARD PARISH COUNCIL

It is time for me to tell you what is happening in  
Thanington Without. The Parish Council, now just  
Thanington, the Without having been removed.  
Do not worry it is just the Parish Council. Thanington  
Without as far as all of us are concerned, is still  
Thanington Without. 

The old favourites, potholes, street lights not  
working and other basic problems are still ongoing,  
but I thought for a change I would tell you of just 
three projects. 

Some time ago a local lady in the South Ward  
asked if her services could be used as she was a  
horticulturist and her name was Anemone Jones.  
The Parish Council asked if she would put her  
expertise to work at the junction of Iffin Lane,  
New House Lane and Hollow Lane, the site of the  
old telephone box, plus the two flower beds at  
the bottom of Strangers Lane at the A28  
junction which were being tended by Canterbury 
City Council, but alas not very well. The Parish 
Council paid for the plants that were required.                                                                                                                                        
 
She has started, this her first year and already we can 
see a big difference. Thank you Anemone for giving 
your free time with these two projects, it is much 
appreciated by the Parish Council and by the residents. 
Please note that Anemone is asking for help, there is  
a notice in this edition of the newsletter.

Many, many years ago I witnessed a group of children 
sliding down the bank to the road at the corner of  
New House Lane and Hollow Lane. They were  
enjoying themselves, but I thought it was dangerous 

and something should be done to avoid a possible 
tragedy, as quickly as possible. I asked the Parish 
Council if we could pay for a fence to run along the 
high level walkway from New House Lane down to 
the oast house. The Parish Council boundary is at the 
A2 Bridge, so we were able to install the fence to that 
point. Canterbury City Council were asked to install 
the fence from the A2 Bridge down to the oast house. 
They would not, so the Parish Council paid for that 
fencing. At the corner of New House Lane and Hollow 
Lane we also had a sign erected informing people that 
there was a walkway at the higher level of Hollow 
Lane. This stopped some people walking down Hollow 
Lane where traffic was able to travel at 60mph. As 
with all wooden structures, parts of the fencing have 
rotted and become unsafe. It is now being repaired, an 
ongoing commitment.

We tried to prevent the 1150 houses at Cockering 
Road being built, but failed. We believed that with all 
these houses, all with at least one car, the air quality 
would be much poorer than it is now, especially on 
the A28 at Wincheap. We paid for areas of the roads 
around the A28 to be monitored and we now have the 
results which will be published. Time will tell how bad 
the air pollution will be. 

Thanington Parish Council have tried and will  
continue to try to get what is best for our community. 
We need your help, we are few, and you are many.  
Let us know your views, what you want for the area 
you live in. Tell us what you think we could do better. 
We are your local representatives. You may notice that 
our grass gets cut twice a month, this is also due to 

the PC working for you.

WRITTEN BY
TERRY DAVIS



 

OBITUARY  
JO DAWKINS

Sadly we have to  
announce the loss of  
another valued member  
of our community.    
Jo Dawkins of St  
Marguerite, Iffin Lane, 
passed away peacefully 
at the Old Farmhouse 
Nursing Home on 9th April 2019, just 3 
months before her 90th birthday. Jo and her husband 
Bert built their bungalow in 1963.  They were always 
willing to help anyone in need and did a great deal of 
fundraising for the Lord Whisky Animal Sanctuary. 

Many people will remember them for the amazing 
iced cakes that they made to order for weddings and 
any special occasions.  They were also involved with 
social and fund raising events at Hilltop’s St Faiths 
Hall, including the very enjoyable French evening 
for which they made every effort to help ensure 
everything was authentic, even going to France to 
buy the provisions for the excellent supper. 

After losing Bert, Jo continued with her fund-raising 
by baking, making jams and pickles, knitting, sewing 
and giving produce from her garden for Lord  
Whiskey and St Faiths Hall. 

Despite losing her leg and becoming house bound 
more than 10 years ago, Jo continued to give support 
to Hilltop by donating raffle prizes and buying raffle 
tickets and cakes at various events. 

Jo was a keen gardener, passionate about wildlife and 
encouraged various visitors to her garden.  For several 
years a white squirrel came every day and another 
squirrel became brave enough to take biscuits from 
her hand.  One day a fox went into her kitchen via 
the cat flap. “Fezzie”, as she named a bold pheasant, 
would tap on her patio door to announce his  
arrival, sometimes bringing his lady friends with him.  
A partridge family came for lunch one snowy day.  
Stray cats, hedgehogs, woodpeckers, goldfinches, a 
one-legged seagull were amongst the 
numerous well-fed creatures who 
came regularly to feast  
outside her kitchen  
window. Jo will be 
greatly missed by  
so many.

  WRITTEN BY 

MARLYN 

PORTER

Community members are invited to a  
free Pilates taster session at St. Faiths Hall on 

 

SATURDAY 18TH MAY  
run by a professionally qualified and fully insured 

 Pilates instructor Sharon Marett-Gregory.  
The session will begin at 10.00 am and last for an  

hour. A great opportunity to experience some  
gentle exercise designed to improve general fitness 

 and well being. All are welcome.

Free Pilates  
Taster Session

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 

The weather is now changing for the better, well most 
of the time. As always, we have still been having our 
monthly Social Afternoon, on the second Tuesday of 
every month, thankfully with not too many people 

away with illness.

We are already discussing future projects such as  
personal gifts, items for ourselves, Hilltop Christmas 
Fayre and for some people just to chat and generally 

swapping notes on just about anything and everything.

The tea and coffee is crucial to the afternoon and we 
would be pleased if any of you would like to give us the 

opportunity to share a “cuppa” together with a warm 
welcome and plenty of great company for you to enjoy.

Look forward to seeing you sometime, no need to say, 
just turn up!

Hello from the  
Crafty Girls

WRITTEN BY

CAROLE DAVIS



UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENTS  
IN OUR AREA

The various developments that affect our area continue to move forward so it might be a good idea to  
summarise where we are to date:

THANINGTON PARK:

This is the 750 home development that can be 
seen from New House Lane across towards  
Cockering Road.  As can be seen the developers 
PENTLAND HOMES  have started grading the 
land up as far as the poplar tree line in  
preparation for the building works. There are 5 
phases of works to complete the development, 
though whether PENTLAND will be the ones to 
complete phases 4 and 5 we wait and watch?

The first phase that is under construction, is the 
approx 50 houses in the area of the site in the far 
corner by Cockering Road and the A2.   
As part of this phase the modification to the Dover off slip has to be completed before building can be started.

This will be 2 way from the A28 junction, allowing access to the development via the junction ahead of the new 
roundabout into the new development. There have been concerns raised over the 2 way function and also the 
complexity of the junction modifications required at the A28 entrance and exit. Though it has been approved, 
by both KCC Highways and Canterbury City Council. This work is due to start in the near future and could 
cause considerable disruption. More significant than the current works being carried out on electrical supply 
works in Cockering Road by the Howfield roundabout.

Thanington Without Parish Council continues to communicate with the developers to try and ensure local  
concerns are taken into account or dealt with.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE WINCHEAP PARK & RIDE AND 
THE NEW 4TH SLIP ROAD:
As part of the Thanington Park development, there is 
planned to be a new 4th slip road off the A2 leading up to 
the A28 and also an enlargement of the  existing Wincheap 
Park and ride.

The Park and Ride is proposed to be extended onto  
Hambrook Marshes . This has raised environmental concerns 
and is currently being objected to. An alternative being to 
build a section of multi story parking in front of B&M. 

Drawing of the New Dover off slip



WRITTEN BY
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Also Stagecoach, the operators of the Park & Ride bus  
service have requested alterations to the access for 
their vehicles into the Park and Ride. This has caused 
the number of spaces available as proposed to be  
reduced. The number of additional spaces provided 
does not reach the number required under the City 
Council’s prediction due to the additional housing  
development traffic predictions. Also the existing P&R 
is only 60-70% utilised now. So there seems to be 
some clearer understanding needed as to how exactly 
more spaces will help the traffic situation on the A28 
to Wincheap roundbout?
The proposed slip road layout has also raised concerns 
particularly the 180 degree turn just below the A28 
bridge? Again this has been approved by KCC  
Highways and CCC. We await to see what transpires 
on this?
COCKERING ROAD DEVELOPMENT:
This is the development for 450 dwellings by QUINN 
ESTATES  adjacent to the Howfield roundabout and 
covers the area  to the North of Cockering road and 
back as far as the Thanington Park Cockering Road 
Development.

This has been given outline planning permission but is currently subject to a request for a Judicial Review  
because of traffic impact on the A28. The decision on this is still awaited. The main concerns are that there is no 
real cohesion between the Cockering Road proposal and the Thanington Park development? In the Canterbury 
Local Plan this total site was considered as one, and the impact of it should be assessed as that? As part of the 
granting of planning permission, the developer has also to fund the Wincheap relief scheme. This basically uses 
a route through the Wincheap industrial area. But so far no concrete proposals have appeared, and the concern 
is that this is needed as soon as possible, not after the developments have been built.

On top of the above we have a Local Council Election! So all bets are off on what might actually happen but 
there is considerable concern that the city Council has been remiss in its strategic planning, and also on its  
ability to ensure developers provide the mitigating works to reduce the impacts of their proposals.

Wincheap Park & Ride & 4th Slip road modifications

Cockering Road Development



February March April

£50 Toni & Adrian Baker Anita Rubens Tony Pringle

£30 June Robins Pam Sherwood  Anita Rubens

£20 Jo Gurden Jo Gurden Louise Richardson

£10 Pam Sherwood Pauline & Richard Collins Audrey Allen

www.hilltopca.org

Thank you to all our sponsors

Diary of Events
May 
Sat 11th - Spring Fair 11am-1pm
Sat 25th - Pizza & Quiz 7pm

June
Sun 9th - Bat n Trap n Boules  
1pm - 5pm 
Sat 22nd - Summer BBQ 3pm  
 
Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday of 
the month from 2pm
 
Coffee mornings -  
Last Thursday of the month 
10:30am onwards

Wellness Clinic -  
Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the month from 2pm - 4pm  
and 7pm - 9pm

Evening Church Service - 
The first Sunday of the month 
between April and September 
at 6pm 

If you would like to book the 
hall for your occasion contact 
Terry Maple on  
01227 761329 or  visit 
www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings

100 Club Winners

www.hilltopca.org

Congratulations  
to Jane at the New House  
Nursery School who have 

 been recognised as  
outstanding by Ofsted

INTERESTED IN  GARDENING/ HORTICULTURE? Do you like to be outside, like art or would like to get some exercise and learn more about gardening?If one or more of those things speak to you, you might be interested to volunteer a couple of hours a term on 
some local projects. No experience required, You will work 
together with an experienced gardener. Its a chance to get outside, enjoy nature and get a bit arty...Volunteer and get some gardening advice for your own garden for free!

For more details please contact Anemone Jones 57 New House Lane  Tel. 01227-464449 and leave a message

If you have 

 a local job to  

advertise please  

contact Katherine at 

x-kr-x@hotmail.com

BAT & TRAP & BOULES 
Saturday 9th June| 2pm - 5pm
Free entry & Spectators welcome  
NB if weather is wet, this event will take place the following 
week on Sunday the 16th of June

Please contact  Chris Ives on  01227 760707 or email  
chrisopher.ives99@gmail.com to confirm  your attendance


