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I start this newsletter with some sad news. 
Many of you will know that Colin Smith 
our first Chairman has recently passed 
away; our thoughts at this time are with 
Hilary and her family. 

Colin was our Chairman for 11 years and 
worked tirelessly for the community and 
the hall that he loved. It was under his 
leadership that we successfully gained our 
Charity status and progressed towards 
eventually being granted the lease on the 
hall. I cannot put it strongly enough: We 
are where we are today thanks to his hard 
work along with his fellow trustees. 

I am your Chairman now because of him. 
He saw it as one of his missions that I 
should eventually take over the  
Chairmanship. He was always telling me 
at every opportunity he could that “I know 
that you will make a good Chairman”. 

I have a lot to live up to, I will miss him 
for his friendship and his guidance he was 
always giving me.  

To carry on with the hard work of both 
Colin and our last Chairman Sarah Guest, 
we are progressing with the refurbishment 
of the hall. (Please look at Terry Maples’ 
Building Report elsewhere in this  
newsletter). This obviously will necessitate 
some serious funding. Our fund  
co-ordinator manager David Bush has 
started to look at what funding and pos-
sible grants are available to us. This also 
is a demanding job, and I am pleased to 
announce that he has had some luck on 
his first venture, he has secured  
£500 for funding with the postcode com-
munity trust/peoples postcode lottery. 
This money is going towards the Pilates 
classes. (Check out Vikkis pilates article)

We have recently held our 
annual photographic  
competition. A very 
big ‘well done’ to 
Carole & Cheryl for 
organising this great 
event. This year the 
entries were simply 
amazing, and the  
photographs will 
be going into our 
HCA calendar so make 
sure you get yourselves a copy.   

The Fish ‘n Chip supper and Quiz Night 
once again proved to be a very popular 
and successful event and again was well 
attended. Thank you to Andrea & Jo along 
with our quiz master Colin Sherwood for 
your hard work in making it a success. 

We are hoping to put a new quiz night on 
in the new year. 

The nights have now started to draw in, 
so winter is nearly upon us. That means 
Christmas is just around the corner and we 
turn our thoughts to our next big event, 
the Christmas Fair. This year the date is set 
for December 1st and we look forward to 
seeing you all there on the day.         

When you receive your Christmas  
draw tickets in the newsletter please  
return them with the money and any 
unused ones.

I want to say thank you on behalf of all my 
fellow Trustees and The Main Committee 
for your support this year and wish you a 
Very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year and we remember all the ones 
that we have lost this year.
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The Autumn colours are truly 
beautiful yellow greens,  
oranges blending to red and the 
autumnal browns. The ground is 
now rich with sweet chestnuts 
conspicuous with their spiny 
green coats and the smaller 
beech nuts. This year there 
appears to be a dearth of horse 
chestnuts. I certainly have seen 
much less this year. Many of the 
horse chestnut trees are being 
weakened by various pests, leaf 
mining moth, leaf blotch, wood 
rotting fungi and horse chestnut 
scale insects. 

Only the bleeding canker,a bacterial 
disease,can kill the tree outright. 
Some Scientists  are saying that the 
Horse chestnut tree might be wiped 
out in 15 to 20 years. This year the 
Conker National Competitions have 
had to import their conkers  
from Germany. 

I have noticed some attractive  
parasoll mushrooms which are a pale 
buff colour and yes they are 
edible though I have never eaten one 
myself. The white stems have a grey 
brown felty covering which becomes 
split into snake like markings as the 
stem expands. 

As we walked through to Iffin Lane 
along the bridleway there was a 
bright yellow toadflax growing.  
Other names for this plant include 
butter and eggs and the chilling dead 
man’s bones.Yellow toadflax is a herb 
belonging to the figwort family. 
People take toadflax for digestive 
and urinary tract disorders. It is also 
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used to reduce swelling, reduce  
water retention. It can be used  
internally for the treatment of 
jaundice, liver diseases, gall bladder 
complaints and skin problems. 

Last week a heron landed on our 
shed roof eagerly peering at the 
pond next door. I was interested 
to notice 5 young sparrows 
chewing dandelion leaves, 
possibly because of the 
lack of rain. I have 
never seen this 
before.

PLANS FOR THE HALL 

There has been some progress over the 
summer months with regards the plans 
to refurbish and extend the hall. 

As we have reported before, the 
refurbishment and extensions will 
always be a long-term project and will 
have to be split into several phases, 
all of which dependent of course on 
having 1st gained sufficient funding 
through grants, donations or savings. 

It is a sad fact that nowadays any 
revenue received through rentals and 
running events only manages to keep 
pace with the running costs of the hall, 

therefore any project funding has to be 
gained from elsewhere. 

We are hoping to commence with the first 
phase of the works, a new roof to replace 
the old concrete asbestos sheeting roof 
which is starting to leak and has reached 
the end of its natural life. These works 
hopefully will start during the early part 
 of 2019. 

Whilst this phase alone will consume  
nearly all of HCA’s accumulated savings, it 
is however one of the first necessary tasks 
needed to be carried out to preserve the  
fabric of the hall. 

For the rest of the main works we are 
progressing with our business plans, grant 
researching and subsequent applications for 
future funding which we hope to be  
successful thus permitting following phased 
works to be carried out. 

A question had been posed: “Rather than 
refurbish the existing hall, should we not 
just demolish the existing hall and build a 
completely new one”? 

This option was looked at and budget 
costings sought. However, it was agreed 
that taking all matters into consideration; 
costs, unavailability of hall whilst works 
carried out, likelihood of funding etc. by far 
the most sensible and realistic option for 
HCA was that we should continue along the 
original refurbishment, side and rear  
extensions of the existing hall in line with 
the planning permissions already approved. 

We will of course be keeping you the 
Community informed through our regular 
newsletters, website and Facebook page 
of all and any developments and progress 
when they occur. 

WRITTEN BY 

TERRY MAPLE, 

BUILDING SUB-COMMITTEE 

MEMBER. FOR AND 

 ON BEHALF OF  

THE TRUSTEES



We are 
 pleased to say  
announce the  
event raised 

 £272.80

This year the Hilltop Community Association held its fifth  
annual Photographer of the Year Competition, open to  
residents, family and friends. The 2018 themes were, “In and 
around South East England” for the adult category and  “I Spy 
Something Beginning with L”, for the junior category. 
On Wednesday 5th September the Competition closed and all entries 
were brought to the Hall to be logged in. It was a rewarding turnout of people 
resulting in a large number of entries.  With the number of entries of a very 
high standard, Judges Lisa Oulton and Anita Rubins [both local Hilltop 
 residents] had a really difficult task deciding on the winning entries, both in 
the adult and junior sections which in addition to the top two prizes, made a 
large number of “Highly Commended” and “Commended” awards. All overseen 
by our Adjudicator Cheryl Ives, ensuring all the rules were observed.  
On Saturday 5th October, we held the Hilltop Award Ceremony at the  
Community Hall in New House Lane. The photographs were elegantly  
arranged on display boards, one for adults and one for the children, so that 
they could be admired by all. The proceedings began with Cheryl  
introducing Lisa to everyone, her first time at attending the Award Day.  
Lisa then explained the concept of the competition, the qualities that they 
the judges looked for and how important events such as this are so good for 
all ages to enjoy, either taking the photographs or just simply coming to the 
Award Day and enjoying the social scene and admiring the displayed results.  
Lisa also talked about the “People’s Choice” a special new category, where all 
adults could vote for whatever adult photograph they thought was the best.

The Hall looked so pretty and inviting, small tables with bright floral clothes, a 
truly brilliant Raffle [all donated prizes] and last but not least, the Refreshment 
table, wow- didn’t they do well, such a lovely choice of cakes, all homemade, 
together with tea, coffee or squash.

The Main prize winners were as follows:- 

Adults: 
1st Prize: Julie Jeanes- “Web Magic at Stelling Minnis” 
2nd Prize: Joanne Gurden- “Strike a Pose”   
3rd Prize: Colin Smith – “Deal-Lady Irene”

Juniors: 
1st Prize: Esther Goldsack (12) - “Light at the end of the Lane”  
2nd Prize: Amelia Gurden (11) - “Lucky Ladybird”  
3rd Prize: Daisy Port (12) - “Last Light” 
 
This year a new category was included called “The People’s Choice”   
The winner was Claire Gent with “Windmill through the CrystalBall”. 

A big thank you goes to all the Competitors, Judges and Helpers on 
the Awards afternoon, for all the hard work and support to make 
this a successful event and enable it to continue next year. 
A special mention is for Cheryl who stepped in [together with 
others] when I was in hospital and afterwards during my recovery,  
much appreciated.

Hilltop Photographer 
 Of The Year 2018
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HILLTOP REMEMBERS
Before Colin Smith passed 

he sent a small reading to be placed 
 in the Newsletter. I wanted to take this 

 time to thank Colin for all his 
 contributions to Hilltop over the years.  

I hope his memoirs and readings 
 inspire others to share their 

 memories and stories. 
 Thank you from 

Katherine Richardson 

When you’re young and vulnerable all you want to do is 
grow up and be free like your parents, with nobody to 
boss you around and be able to come and go as you 
please, however it’s not as easy as you might think. 

One day not so long ago a Blackbird hatched and was 
kept warm and fed by its parents, which the little bird loved 

and was happy to be safe in the nest. As it’s down slowly turned to 
feathers the little bird started to get restless and looked out to the wider world with 
wonder and excitement and thought it would like a piece of that world. 
The little bird started stretching and flapping its wings then one day  
flapping extra hard fell out of the nest down into the ivy. After a while 
when no tasty morsels had arrived it started to feel very lonely and  
vulnerable and just wanted to turn the clock back and be back in the 
comfort of the nest and its parents care. As that sinking feeling took hold 
and it started to get really peckish and the thought of what have I done 
grew in its mind along came Dad with a tasty take-away and all was well. 

Nothing’s new in life as that little Blackbird could have been any one of us.
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Growing Up Can Be Dangerous

Reading Colin Smith’s Memoirs of the 40s/50s in 
New House made me think of when I first came to 
this area. I lived in “Iffin Croft”  Now New House 
Lane, in 1951 when “The Close” was called “Lane” 
and “The Lane” was called “Road”.

Iffin Croft was the last house in the “Lane” until my 
mother-in-law sold the field to be developed to 
“The Close”.

I moved to Iffin Lane in 1954/5. Unlike  
Colin I haven’t any photos and any information was 
brought to me via my children who went to Sunday 
school and other events at the Hall. Tony (My son) 
remembers most of the houses and people as he 
was “the paper boy”.

New House Lane and Iffin Lane has 
increased considerably since I’ve been 
here and I have met more people in 
the last 10/15 years since going 
to the coffee mornings and craft 
afternoon, which I enjoy, at the 
Hilltop Hall.

Community Memories

WRITTEN BY
PAM 

SHERWOOD

OBITUARY  
DAVID JENNER
It is with great sadness that the family of 
David Jenner have announced his passing in 
August 2018. David and his young family moved into 
New House Close in 1967 and had many happy years in 
their brand new home before eventually moving into a 
bungalow in New House Lane in 1999. 

He was the type of neighbour who would feed your cats 
whilst you were away on holiday, check  if you were ok 
during a power cut or heavy snowfall, get your bins in 
and then help push start your car on the school run. 

Throughout his lengthy 
battle with Parkinson's 
Disease, he kept his 
remarkable sense of 
humour and retained 
his love of learning and 
discovery.

He will be greatly missed 
by his family and many 
friends.
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Hilltop’s annual ‘Fish & Chip supper 
and Quiz night’ took place on Saturday 
20th October.  As with last year, the 
event was a sell out with not a spare 
seat in the house, so a huge thank you 
to everyone in the Hilltop Community 
for their continued support. All the 
profit will go towards the future  
development of the hall.

The evening began with a minutes 
silence in remembrance of Hilltop’s 
first Chairman and well respected 
member of the Community, Colin 

Smith.   This was followed by a  
delicious fish and chip supper supplied 
by Marino’s of Wincheap.    
Thank you to Jackie Bush for making 
the mushy peas which were a  
welcomed addition to the meal.

The evening then continued with 
eight rounds of trivia with a somewhat 
‘spooky’ twist delivered by our regular 
quiz master Colin.  Massive thanks 
to Colin who still managed to attend 
after realising he had double booked 
himself for the evening.    

Colin continues to 
dedicate his time to 
Hilltop events, keeping us entertained 
and our intellect challenged.   
This year’s proud winners were  
‘The Hilltop Hustlers’.

Thank you also to our mini helpers 
who assisted with the raffle, sales of 
tea and coffee and choc ices.

It was so lovely so see the hall packed 
out with so many regular faces and 
some new ones.  We look forward to 
seeing you all again next year.

The event  made a  healthy profit  of £328 
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This October my daughter left her 
family home to marry her now  
husband Greg. Ella has grown up in 
New House Close for the last 27 years 
and has made some life long friends 
within the community. It was lovely 
seeing many attended the wedding 
and reception. We would like to thank 
all the neighbours that came to our 
house to see her leave to start  
married life. I would like to thank all 
the neighbours who helped me collect 
rose petals over the summer to make 

Confetti made in Hilltop
home made confetti for the big day! 
Especially to Colin Firth who brought 
buckets loads regularly. 
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responsibility of the area at the corner 
of New House Lane/Hollow Lane and 
also the beds at the corner of Strangers 
Lane. The responsibility for cutting 
these areas was  
previously carried out by our Parish 
Council verge-cutting contractor so 
it was a relatively simple switch of 
responsibilities to the new person. 
Hopefully over the coming months 
we shall all notice an on-going 
improvement to these locations. 

The Parish Council are continuing with their 6-month 
air-quality monitoring programme along Thanington 
and Ashford Road. We shall report on this in greater 
detail later once the exercise has been completed and 
the test results are compiled. 

The Parish Council continues to review and report on 
all planning applications. 

Should you have any questions for the Parish 
Council or wish any matter to be discussed, please 
either come along to one of our meetings on the 2nd 
Monday in the month at 7:00pm generally held at 
Thanington Neighbourhood Resource Centre. All are 
welcome, or if you can’t make it just let either of the 
Terrys know. 
 
South Ward Councillors Terry Maple and Terry Davis, 

For and on behalf of Thanington Without  
Parish Council

Here we are again and still banging our heads against 
the wall and complaining about the atrocious  
conditions of the carriageways and footpaths in  
our area. 

We were assured that works to the roads in Merton 
Lane were to be followed immediately by works to 
New House Lane/Hollow Lane/Iffin Lane. Indeed, areas 
and pot holes in the roads were even marked in  
preparation. That plan obviously got side-stepped and 
now the pot holes and areas have grown in size with 
the old marks engulfed. One could almost make up a 
sit-com about it. 

Fly tipping seems to have been an increasing  
problem in our area of late and we should all be 
vigilant in reporting any instances as soon as we see 
them. Remember also, if you are having works carried 
out at home and you pay someone to get rid of the 
surplus or any rubbish it is still your responsibility to 
ensure that it has been disposed of by a fully licenced 
and insured operator and to an authorised tip. Do 
ask the questions and ask for waste certificates. Any 
legitimate contractor will be only too glad to show you 
their licences and permits. You will be the one who is 
fined for fly tipping if they subsequently dump it on the 
roadside. 

We reported in the last Hilltop News of a local  
resident who had expressed an interest to help with 
the flower beds around our Parish and we are  
happy to confirm that the Parish Council approved this 
request and she will initially be paid for taking over the 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
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We, the above, are at 
the moment trying to 
get items finished and 
together for a stall at 

the Christmas Fair, the first 
time we have committed ourselves. It 
will take the form of a Fancy Goods 
and Gift stall, with handmade items 
and goods donated by ladies from the 
group. It will also be manned by two of 
the Crafty Girls, so we are keeping our 
fingers crossed for a good response.                                                                  
Our group monthly sessions are still 

well attended, but there is always 
room for anyone who would like to 
join us on the 2ND TUESDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT THE HALL,  2 TILL 4PM. 
Please note that there will not be a 
session in December.

Happy Christmas to everyone and 
Best Wishes for the New Year.

Crafty Girls get ready for Christmas
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OPEN GARDERN
After the success of Kate and 

Johns open garden this  
summer, we were hoping to 
create an open garden event 

next year. The event will allow 
all the neighbours in the  

hilltop community to open 
their doors to exhibit their  

beautiful gardens. We hope 
this will be a good  

opportunity for neighbours to 
share gardening tips and be 

inspired by one another.

 If anyone is  
interested in opening  

their garden for the day 
 please contact 
Jackie Bush at  

 jackiegreenbush@sky.com

Do we have any new avid bakers within the community? 
 

We need your help  
with the Christmas Fayre!

A new pilates class is proposed for Tuesday mornings at 
the hall facilitated by Vikki Leipins an experienced fully  
insured pilates instructor. Vikki has been running a very 
successful class at the Hall for 3 years on a Monday 
evening. Vikki has 9 years of experience and  is aMelt 

qualified instructor. she comes from the fitness instructor 
world teaching step, aerobics, gym and  cardiac rehabilitation. 

Having been granted some money from the postcode lottery to help  
with facilities in the hall we are trying to increase the availability for  
Hilltop residents.   
The overall aim of this Seated and Standing Class is to help keep joints 
aligned and strong and your body mobile. Using a chair for support you 
will learn how to activate your ‘core’, improve posture and muscle tone. 
Including some standing work  challenges balance and coordination 
to prevent falls.  Adding some Melt hand and foot treatments will help 
relieve stiffnesses we all collect in our bodies. 

If there is enough interest shown Vikki will run 
a class at 10.45 Tuesday mornings for 1 hour. 
No previous experience needed.

Phone  
07971 162859
Email Victoria@

liepins.co.uk

Every year Hilltop relies on your generous donations of home made cakes and goodies to sell at its events. 
We would welcome some additional contributions from residents to add to the offerings from our regular bakers 
(sweet or savoury). These need to be brought to the hall on the day of the Fayre.  
 
We also need donations of good quality new items for the grand prize draw. Items need to be 
with Arlette Hart or myself by Friday 23rd November. Grand prize Draw: Please remember 
to return your raffle tickets (sold or unsold) by Friday 23rd November to any of the collection 
points on the tickets to be in with a chance of winning. 
 
Please feel free to contact me about the above or if you would like to get involved with any 
of Hilltop’s Community events. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Fayre. 

Thank you, Andrea Williams (Iffin Lane) tel: 07814 709468

For seated 
 and standing  
exercise of all  
abilities and 
 experience

Are you interested in Pilates ? 
VIKKI LIEPINS BODY CONTROL PILATE
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Thank you to all our sponsors

Diary of Events
November 
Wed 28th - Main committee meeting

December 
 Sat 1st - Christmas Fayre

January 19 
Sat 19th -  Hilltop Newsletter deadline 

Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday of the 
month from 2pm

Coffee mornings - Last Thursday of 
the month 10:30am onwards

Wellness Clinic - Every 2nd  
Wednesday of the month from  
2pm - 4pm and 7pm - 9pm

Evening church Service - The first 
Sunday of the month between April 
and September at 6pm 

If you would like to book the hall for 
your occasion contact Terry Maple 
on 01227 761329 or  
email admin@tmaple.co.uk

August September October

£50  E & M Hawkins Julie Jeans G&M Porter

£30 Betty Martin Jean Sharratt Ross & Jo Gurden

£20 June Robins Iris Purdy Ann  Withell

£10 Colin Smith Chris Ives Fiona Temple Roche

100 Club Winners

COMMUNITY Job Board
PART TIME JOB 

AT NEW HOUSE NURSERY

We are looking for an extra pair of 

hands to help serve and clear up tea at 

the Nursery.  Hours either 3.30/4pm to 

6pm Monday to Friday term time. This 

position would suit sixth form pupils 

who are looking for a part time/after 

school job.  Applicants should be 16 

 or over.

For more details please contact Jane on  

01227 765413 or Email 

newhousenursery@btinternet.com

Carol Service at  
St Faith’s Halls

WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER at 6.30pm 

Followed by light refreshments 

Everyone Welcome

Donate to the hall
The HCA relies on sponsorship and money raised at our frequent events. All 
money raised goes towards future events and the refurbishment/extension of 
the hall. If you’re interested in supporting the HCA and would like to donate 
please follow the link below:  
https://localgiving.org/charity/hilltop-community-association/

If you have  a local job to  advertise please  contact Katherine at x-kr-x@hotmail.com


