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Letter from your Chairman 
At long last we are now once again 
able to open the community hall to 
the public and reinstate our regular 
events, including coffee mornings, 
crafty girls and our Friday library.
We are now well into the year.
Arrangements for the photographic 
competition are progressing well. 
Further information will be sent out 
in due course.

Other events being arranged: 
A fish ‘n chip supper with a quiz 
in October (final date soon). 
We are also very pleased to  
announce that this year’s Christmas 
Fair, after 2-years having been  
cancelled, will now go ahead on  
November 27th. We are still  
working on our programme of  
on-going improvements to the hall. 
A Bluetooth projector has recently 
been installed, which can be used 
for film nights, presentations and 
for conference uses etc. Plans are 
being drawn up for a much needed, 
new enlarged and updated kitchen 
arrangement. Currently we are at the 
stage of producing final designs and 
obtaining costings for the project. 
This will help to facilitate across all 
aspects of running the Hall, from 
rentals to our own events that  
we hold.

We are actively seeking to recruit 
new people for the main committee. 
There are a lot of new faces in our 
community. If you are interested, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me 
for an informal chat. It would be nice 
to get more people involved in  

the running of our Community 
Association.

One of our big successes in the past 
year was the completion of the  
changing of our main bank to CAF 
(Charity Aid Foundation). 
We can receive and make payments 
on-line. This is making life much 
easier; for example, the paying of 
bills, paying out prize monies for the 
100 Club and for the receipt of all 
hall rental charges etc.

Due to the imposition of restrictions 
caused by lockdowns and the  
pandemic we were not able to hold 
our last 2 AGMs (these, traditionally 
have been held during April). 
We will be holding this year’s AGM 
in November. In due course we will 
let you know the date.

I hope you all have had a good 
summer. 

Sadly, the weather has not played 
ball, but at least life is trying to get 
back to normal (whatever your 
 normal may be).

I look forward to seeing you all at 
our next events.

John Richardson.
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Another successful Open Gardens event was held 
on Sunday 27th of June at 57 New House Lane,  
8 New House Close and The Shieling, raising 
£970 for the Hilltop Community Hall Fund and 
the Pilgrims Hospices.  The newly formed Hilltop 
Gardeners organised the event and Anemone, 
Kate and Maralyn opened their gates to a steady 
flow of almost 125 visitors throughout the  
afternoon, all of whom were rewarded with the 
alluring sight of colourful displays of plants and 
flowers and an enhanced knowledge and 
 understanding of all things horticultural!

An additional £148 was raised for The Pilgrims 
Hospices by the auction of a garden obelisk, 
kindly donated by Bob and Ann Marie Oulton 
and a very popular tombola which featured some 
striking sunflowers courtesy of Richard’s Plants, 
Faversham.

A great atmosphere was established from the 
earliest visitors, as friends, family and neighbours 
enjoyed the much-anticipated opportunity to  
socialise as they undertook the garden trail.   
A host of volunteers acted as gatekeepers and 
servers of refreshments and an astonishing array 
of cakes were enthusiastically consumed, along 
with hot drinks and ice cream. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks  
for the magnificent support of everyone who  
donated time, cakes and plants, with a special 
mention to those who helped clear up and take 
down the gazebos in the pouring rain. Also, to 
Tracey, who despite the challenges of Covid, took 
the lead to organise everyone at St Faith’s.

To sum up, it was a lovely, very rewarding  
afternoon and the sun shone…. well, for most 
of the time!

The Hilltop Gardeners.

Open  Garden  2021

£970
for the Hilltop Community 

 Hall Fund &  

the Pilgrims Hospices

Crafty Girls
are meeting again!



Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw
The weather in Spring was very strange with warm days 
in early Spring followed by cold frosty nights and then 
very wet and windy weather, but at last it seems to be 
warmer, though the winds are very blustery. I have had 
to stake my sunflowers and gladioli.  Apparently, plants 
are about a month behind this year.

Talking of plants, we were delighted to see some white 
helleborine orchids in Larkey Valley woods along with 
twayblade and common spotted orchids. The early 
purple orchids were over. Richard and I drove out to 
a hillside near Elham where we were lucky enough to 
see fragrant orchids and the very rare Monkey orchids 
growing abundantly.   They were a stunning sight.  
The Monkey orchids were introduced to this particular 
site using seed collected from the other Kent site in the 
1960s with the first of these orchids flowering in 1965.

One bird I have missed this year is the 
cuckoo. I have only heard it sing twice  
this year. Perhaps you have heard it  
more often.  Alison, who lives nearby, 
 was delighted to see a couple of  
goldfinches while watching Wimbledon. 
She glanced surreptitiously at them as 
they seemed very aware of her  
presence even through a window!  
They were attracted by her wildflower 
area. The goldfinch clung on to the 
poppy stems and then poked their 
beaks into the poppy capsules to eat 
the seeds. The gold finches turned up 
at 6 o clock each day for 5 days.

On Tuesday 10th August 2021, the “Crafty Girls” held 
their first meeting since lockdown. It was really lovely to 
all meet up again and catch up on general news etc. There 
were 10 ladies who arrived including June Robins, who 
had moved away from the area, but came back to see  
us – lovely surprise.

The knitting needles were clicking away, as were the 
tongues, nineteen to the dozen, fuelled by the cups of 
tea or coffee. We also discussed future events at Hilltop 
and agreed we would have a stall at the Christmas Fayre, 
which is to take place on Saturday 27th November 2021.

In conclusion a very enjoyable afternoon once again. If 
you are new to the area and just maybe would like to pop 
along with or without crafts, you would be very welcome 
and it may be a good way to meet other people who are 
residents in the area of Hilltop.

You can always give me a ring if you 
need someone to introduce 
you to the others – hope 
to see you on the second                                                                            
TUESDAY of every month, 
2pm until 4pm.

Regards to everyone.

Carole [Davis] 

Crafty Girls
are meeting again!

HILLTOP  
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 2021

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 
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Adult: “Shape, Pattern, Form”

Children: “Things That Make Me Smile”

All entries to be emailed (jpeg files only please) to  
Cheryl.Ives99@gmail.com

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES:  
SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
Please note: This year entry fees will be used to fund the prizes.

THE AWARDS CEREMONY will take place at Hilltop 
Community Hall on Sunday 7 November from 3-5pm. 
Admission Free.

Come and see the winners receive 
their prices plus join in the final 
vote for “The People’s Choice.”

Tea and biscuit refreshments / 
Small raffle / Home-made cake 
stall to purchase.

Profit from sales at the Award 
Ceremony plus any money left after 
purchase of prizes for the photo 
competition will be donated to 
Hilltop Community  
Association Funds.



 
  

Happier Living
I have been reading a lot during this pandemic and some of my reading matter has been about 
what we can do to increase our happiness. These are some reflections from my current reading.
The Great Dream
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Being happier is not about trying to experience 
pleasure all the time or avoiding unpleasant emotions, 
like sadness or anger. It looks at being realistic about 
what life brings, making the most of its good times and 
when things get hard finding ways to bounce back. 
Perhaps a better expression might be to spring forward, 
to overcome, to move forward from what has been 
bugging us.

You are important: When we are busy caring for 
others, taking care of our own well-being often gets to 
the bottom of the to-do list. But it is so important. 
It prevents burnout and has a ripple effect on those 
around us. So, looking after yourself not only gives you 
the strength to care for others but also helps those 
around you.

It doesn’t show weakness to ask for help:  
A little boy was trying but failing to lift a heavy stone. 
His father came. Noticing the boy’s difficulty, he asked, 
‘Are you using all your strength?’ ‘Yes, I am, father,’ the 
little boy replied irritably. ‘No you are not,’ his father 
answered. ‘I am right here just waiting, and you haven’t 
yet asked me to help you.’

Friends: We do all tend to feel better when we are 
with others, but as individuals we have differing needs 
in terms of how much time we ideally need to spend 
with others and how much we want to be alone.
Here are some ideas about what makes a dear friend:
Sharing interests and values. Sharing experiences 
together. Having fun together, sharing laughs. Being 
able to relax with each other. Getting on well, finding 
each other good company. Being able to talk openly, 
sharing trust and loyalty. Acceptance of each other. 
Reciprocity – the relationship is balanced in terms of 
give and take. Making time for each other

Live life in the present: Yesterday is history, 
tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift. That’s why they 
call it the present.

Most of us need to be kinder to ourselves: 
How many of the thoughts that you get caught up in are 
judgements about yourself? Perhaps you are hard on 
yourself for what you did or said. Perhaps this leads to 
criticism of yourself for what you should have done or 
should have said. Your thought patterns may be around 
telling yourself that you are not good enough: too fat/
thin/short/tall/not clever enough/don’t work hard 
enough/always messing up/wasting your talents/not 
having many talents/problems are your fault, etc

Most of us need to show more self 
compassion: Being more self-compassionate isn’t 
about deluding ourselves that we are always great, 
but not deluding ourselves that we are always bad 
either. It’s about an open-hearted willingness to face 
difficulties and suffering, not turning away from them, 
but looking at what we don’t like in ourselves with 
awareness, curiosity and kindness.

Trying out to increase happiness: We have an 
in-built desire to learn, develop, be creative and grow 
that continues throughout life. And this desire can truly 
help us to flourish. Learning is not just about gaining 
formal qualifications, but also about what interests us 
and excites us. It’s about approaching each day with 
curiosity, with a spirit of exploration, being willing to 
try out new things. Being absorbed in hobbies, projects, 
passions and taking on new challenges can be a rich and 
important source of well-being and happiness.

Having direction: Goals give us direction. They 
form stepping stones from where we are today to our 
hopes for the future. Choosing, planning and working 
towards our goals are all important for happiness. Goals 
boost our confidence. Goals can be something to look 
forward to. We also need maintenance goals to be able 
to pursue our goals in the form of for example, exercise, 
healthy eating. We need space to allow ourselves to 
reflect, think and feel what is most important for us. 
Sadly, we have been lacking some of this during the 
current pandemic because being able to set some of the 
goals that we have wanted to look forward to has not 
been possible.

Resilience: The word comes from the Latin verb, 
resilire which means jump, leap or spring back, think of 
it as spring forward!

To move to a happier life: Treasure every moment, 
show gratitude for the special moments, be mindful, 
show kindness.

Sources
King, Vanessa. 10 keys to happier living. A practical 
handbook for happiness (2016). Headline Publishing 
Group. Russell, Helen. How to be sad (2021).  
4th Estate (HarperCollins Publishers).
Action for Happiness. actionforhappiness.org.

G Giving Do things for others D Direction Have goals to look forward to
R Relating Connect with people R Resilience Find ways to bounce back – spring forward
E Exercising Take care of your body E Emotions Look for what’s good
A Awareness Live life mindfully A Acceptance Be comfortable with who you are
T Trying out Keep learning new things M Meaning Be part of something bigger



Month Max.  
temp. °C

Mean (Av.)  
Max. °C

Min.  
temp. °C

Mean  
Min. °C

No. of days 
with rain*

Max. rain in 
1 day 

in mm.

Total rain 
in month

January 10.5 4.99 -1.7 1.66 24 13.5++ 105.3++

February 15.3 7.68 -3.5 3.39 13 15.5 42.8

March 20.9 10.3 -1.5 4.54 10 13 63

April 16 11.6 -0.3 3.51 1 3.2 3.2

May 21.7 14.6 3.2 8.3 18 16.5 86.3

June 26.8 19.6 9.5 14 13 24.5 71.7

Weather Records  
January -June 2021
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To sum up:  
•   The temperature did not fall below -3.5, so another mild winter.

•   January was very wet; we had Storm Christoph on 20 Jan.   
Please note ++ the rainfall figures in the table above do not  
epresent the true picture as due to the storm we had a powercut  
at 21.35 which resulted in the day’s rainfall up to that time being lost so 
we’ll never know the exact figure for that day or for January – looking at 
Met Office figures for that day it could have been  
significantly higher, possibly as much as 30mm more. It snowed on  
6 February and we had snow cover and frozen snow for several days.

•   April was very dry, with only one day of rain (3.2 mm on 9 April) although there was a shower on 16 April 
but not enough to be recorded.  By contrast May had 86.3mm of rain.

•   The highest temperature of 26.8 was recorded on 15 June, a lot less than the 31.2 on 25 June last year.

Going Green with Anemone Jones

I have been interested that the RHS 
is now promoting less frequent lawn 
mowing in order to be more wildlife 
and pollinator friendly and to provide 
hiding places for small mammals, 
amphibians, beetles etc. They call a 
floral lawn...

The  RHS is now suggesting to only 
mow the lawn every 2-4 weeks.  
4 weeks could be a challenge in 
spring and autumn when grass grows 
at a much higher rate than in the 
height of summer or in winter. And it 
depends of course what your mower 
will be able to cope with.

Of course it depends also on the 

lawn’s  use, if it is used as a children’s 
playground with climbing frames, 
sandpits or as a football pitch; 
mowing it regularly is probably more 
needed although in case of football 
games that might keep it ‘mown’ 
anyway...

Some gardeners might be concerned 
that is looks untidy. You could try to 
mow paths to areas that you need 
regular access to such as to the 
washing line or the greenhouse for 
example. Another way is to mow one 
width along the border edges if you 
have any. This will give it a more tidy 
look, or you could try a combination 
of both....

I would be  
interested how 
you are getting on, 
so let me know or 
let me know if you 
need any  
more advice...

Happy floral lawn keeping...

I wonder how you feel about your lawn?
 



A CANTERBURY TALE OF CHANGES?Claire runs for Mercy in Action
In 2019, when I was 2 years younger and a lot fitter than I am now, I decided to it 
would be a good time to fulfil a ‘bucket list’ wish of mine to run a marathon.

Having applied for the London marathon a few times but been unsuccessful,  
I opted for the Brighton marathon which didn’t run a ballot process.

As an ambassador for Mercy in Action (along with my youngest son Daniel), I felt I couldn’t let this tortuous challenge 
pass without attempting to raise some much-needed funds for their charity projects. The sponsorship not only assists 
the charity in helping those in need (clothing, housing, food, social care to name but a few) but also gives me some 
very much needed motivation to continue the training and not back out!

Mercy in Action are a charity close to my heart, after a visit to Cebu, The Philippines with Daniel, to see the fantastic 
work they do to rescue street children & support families living in poverty. 

The charity run approx. 20 shops in and around the South West of England as their head office & warehouse are 
 located in Bath. These shops enable the charity to pay for their overheads (which are kept to a minimum) which in 
turn enables charitable donations to be used, in full, directly where they are needed. 

As well as a food bank in both the UK & The Philippines, the charity also run a Clothesline 
for families living in poverty in the UK, children’s homes and a drop-in centre in  
The Philippines as well as homes in the UK for young mothers and mothers-to-be.

The Petra project which falls under the Mercy in Action umbrella, provides supported  
accommodation for young mothers and mothers-to-be. The charity enables these young 
women to access various help whilst staying with Petra, such as cooking & budgeting  
lessons, parenting support and mediation services.

For further, more detailed information, 
please visit www.mercyinaction.org.uk. 

Any marathon sponsorship, which is gratefully received by 
the charity to fund their invaluable work and by me for the 
motivation to complete the 26.1 miles, can be made either 
directly to me at 47 New House Lane or through the  
following link – www.justgiving.com/claire-gent13.
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Calling on all Christmas fair donors and cake bakers!

As always the Christmas fair could not work without 
people contributing. We are planning a children's and 
adult raffle. For this we need donations of alcohol/
mocktail bottles, soft drinks and gifts that 

would appeal to adults and children, toys, gifts etc..If 
you would like to contribute something please either 

drop me an e-mail or just leave the items at our house 
(57, New House Lane) we are usually in, or you could 
leave them round the back.

For the tombola we need a few donations of higher end 
alcohol beverages.

We are also looking for contributions to our cake stall. 
I would be grateful if you could let Maralyn know if you 
would like to bake something and/or have  
contributed in the past (we have no idea who all 
the good people are who have done such a 
great job before).  

Maralyns email and address is: 
pportergeoff@aol.com,  
The Shieling, Iffin Lane.

You can also text/whatsapp me on  
07526 766 083.

MESSAGE 

FROM 

ANEMONE 

JONES



It has certainly been challenging time for the last 18 months, but 
behind all that there have been changes developing for Canterbury, 
regarding what our city and surroundings may look like in the future.

Not the most enthralling of subjects perhaps, but the affect could be 
significant for us and in the future. The city council has been quietly 
reviewing its Local Development Plan (LDP). How many are aware of 
what this could lead to? It might be worth pondering a bit on what 
has been going on?

So what is this and how will this have any impact on us all who live 
here? The LDP is a document that lays out Canterbury’s development 
plans for the future. This plan is under review and will take us up to 
2040. It is a revision and review of the current LDP that was adopted 
in 2017 . 

The 2017 plan lead to the current developments in Thanington of 
Saxon Fields (PENTLAND HOMES) 750 houses and Cockering Farm 
(REDROW) 450 houses, Also Mountfield Park (MOUNTFIELD 
 CORINTHIAN) 4000 homes. These being  part of the proposed 
 building of a 16000 Homes in our district laid out in this plan.

So what has been happening with the latest review and amendment 
to this current LDP?

The city council have had to review and upgrade the LDP as required 
by National policy. It has been looking at what Canterbury requires  
to take it up to 2040. It started by asking for comments and  
suggestions from local people and got nearly 4000 comments  
from nearly 450 people, regarding what they would like to see in  
anterbury, and how CURRENT issues could be addressed. It also  
reviewed the target required for future housing growth, and that 
figure was calculated at an extra 9000 on top of the original 
16000 identified. 

They also put out A REQUEST FOR SITES, for owners and developers 
to put forward land they feel would be suitable development. 

They have now come up with a draft vision based regarding what 
could be incorporated in the local plan. There are a number of 
options, but the vision document gives a preferred option of an 
additional 14000-17000 homes, not 9000, with the majority centred 
around Canterbury. With only small, or moderate growth, at the coast 
in the outlying communities.  The argument being that this number of 
bybasses will fund a much needed by pass from developers funding a 
significant part of the cost of the building of this bypass. 

The map below shows the proposed bypass routes. It is actually in  
2 parts. An Eastern bypass, from Sturry to Bridge. A Western section 
around Upper Harbledown. The idea being that the bypass will solve 
the congestion issues. But will it, with such a large increase in  
dwellings and traffic? How does building roads sit with the current 
Climate Emergency declared in Canterbury or are there better ways 
of being compatible with this?

This draft vision has to be put before the 
Council for acceptance, but just to give 
some idea of scale of what it entails. 

Canterbury City has approx 24000 dwellings 
currently, and occupies approx 1500 hectares of 
land. If we look at the amount of land required 
for an additional 14-17000 homes it would 
require land approx 1.2 times the size of 
Canterbury. The majority of which would have 
to be Green Field Land.  If you then look at the 
16000 homes required in the current plan, they have already 
taken land approx the size of the city. So we could be looking at land 
being given over to development of over 2 times the area of the city if 
this proposal for a total of 30000 plus homes between 2017-2040 is 
followed. That figure does not take into account the land that would 
be required for the bypasses, which would be additional, and would 
also use a lot of green field land.

The map shown below shows the potential changes that could occur 
in our area. It shows the current Developments and also the sites put 
forward in the REQUEST FOR STES.  The map is courtesy of David 
Silcock, a member of the Parish Council team working hard on  
developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Thanington.

Some questions that perhaps should be asked of the Council?

• Is this what people want? 

• Are they aware of what is being proposed and could possibly 
come about?

• Was the consultation good enough and accessible to all?

• Did the comments prior to the Draft vision suggest its preferred 
option is correct?

• Is building potentially an additional 14-17000 around  
Canterbury the right answer?

• Will massive building and development used to fund the  
infrastructure solve the congestion and environmental issues?

• Will it ever be delivered?

• Can the City Council deliver this proposal and manage it?

• How will this proposal affect the Unesco World Heritage Status 
for Canterbury? Canterbury relies so much on tourism that a 
change in the UWHS could seriously impact on its economy?

It might be worth pondering on those basic points? There are many 
others of course.  

It comes down to individual opinion, but people should know what is 
happening but are they?

Whatever your views and opinions are, it might be worth making 
them known. The risk being, we could see a proposal being adopted 
that will change Canterbury forever? No one argues that change is 
needed but it does have to be the right change? Is this that change?

A CANTERBURY TALE OF CHANGES?
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CHARTHAM  THANINGTON, WINCHEAP /A2 SOUTH CORRIDOR  

 
Housing  

Housing 

VILLAGE OF CHARTHAM 
 CA//15/01479 - PENTLAND HOMES (SAXON FIELDS) 750 

SLAA110 Land to the west of Rattington Street  CA//17/00519 - REDROW HOMES (COCKERING FARM) 400 

SLAA107 Land west of Rentain Road  CORINTHIAN (MOUNTFIELD PARK)  - AWAITING DECISION (JR) 4000 

SLAA103 Land to the rear of Inca Geometric   
 

SLAA051 Land to the rear of Shalmsford Court  SLAA137 Cockering Farm (1 of 2) Housing 

SLAA060 Land North of Bobbin Lodge Hill  SLAA090 Milton Manor House  

SLAA086 Land adjacent and rear of The George (Former Pub. House)  SLAA159 Milton Manor Farm Mixed 

 
 SLAA137 Cockering Farm (2of 2)  

ADJACENT TO (A28) - ASHFORD ROAD - CHARTHAM  SLAA039 Larkey Woods Farm Housing 

SLAA052 Kent Sectional Buildings Commercial SLAA127 Ridlands Farm 
Mixed 

SLAA115 Land at Ashford Road  SLAA151 Merton Park 
 

 
 WINCHEAP INDUSTRIAL ESTATE:  

 
 SLAA139 Wincheap Meadow (Canterbury City Council) ? 

 
 SLAA065 Former Gasholder Site Commercial 

 
 SLAA181 Bamboo Tiger, Carpet Right, Beds4Less  
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Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

June  
*Double money month* July August

£50 David Bush
£100  Ian sharp Alan & Jane  Gower 

£30 Carl Williams
£60 Nikki Murphy Maureen Hillman

£20 Veronica Pringle
£40

Alison  
Buontempo Arlette Hart

£10 Ian Sharp
£20

  Jean   
Sharratt  Kate  Lane

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to chairman@hilltopca.org

Do we have   
your email  
address?

WANT TO ADD  
SOMETHING TO THE 

NEWSLETTER?
We love hearing your local stories and progress with events!  The Hilltop News would love to hear from you so we can share  it with all the neighbours and residents.

We are looking for anything from recipes, events you  might want to run or even just to shout about  
something exciting  

that might be going on in your family! 
Please feel free to email Katherine at x-kr-x@hotmail.com 

or you can drop of a hand written version to  
9 New House Close

Diary of Events
October
Fish and Chips Quiz

Closing date for 
Photography Entries 
Sunday 5th September

November
AGM

Photography Awards Ceremony  
Sunday 7th November

Christmas Fair
27th November

 
Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday 
of the month from 2pm
 
Coffee mornings -  
Last Thursday of the month 
10:30am onwards

If you would like to book the 
hall for your occasion contact 
Terry Maple on  
01227 761329 or  visit 
www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings


